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Upcoming Events 
 
• Nov. 3 – NO school, teacher 

workday 
• Nov. 6 – Picture retakes 
• Nov. 10 – Home & School 

Meeting 
• Nov. 16 – KC Breakfast for SMS 

Home & School 
• Nov. 24 & 25 – Elementary 

conferences 3:30-7:30 PM 
• Nov. 24 – School Board meeting 
• Nov. 26 - NO School (SMS) 
• Nov. 27 & 28 – No School -

Thanksgiving break 
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Attendance: 
Parents, please report a student 
absence or late arrival by calling 
the school office at 446-2300.  
Before school hours a message 
can be left on the answering 
machine.  

 

     I wish to thank all of the 
grandparents and special friends who 
attended St. Mary’s School for it’s 
annual Grandparents Day program.  
This truly is a wonderful day to 
spend with grandparents and loved 
ones as we celebrate Catholic 
education.  The church was again 
overflowing.  We served many meals 
and the concert was excellent.  
Please pass this thank you on to all 
the grandparents and special friends 
who might not receive this 
newsletter as they truly are very 
special people to our students.  The 
day and many activities moved very 
smoothly. 
     Congratulations to the coaches of 
floor hockey and volleyball for 
conducting very successful program 
this fall season.  Congratulations also 
to the 4th grade students who were 
winners in the Red Ribbon contest 
during this past week.  Those 
students included Duncan McKenzie, 
Bernadette Donlon, Emily Skalla, and 
Maddie Kubista.  We thank the 
parents of 7th and 8th grade students 
who attended the fall conferences.  
We had a very high attendance rate 
again and we thank the parents.  We 
remind elementary parents of K-6 of 
conferences that will be held on 
November 24 & 25.  By this time you 
should have completed a conference 
attendance sheet.  There will be no 
school on the Wednesday before 
Thanksgiving, the 26th.  Thanks also 
to the parents and students who 
donated winter clothing to the 
Clothesline.  This drive concluded 
this past week and again I dropped 
many coats and winter apparel off 
for those in need (3 trips) .  Thank 
you also to the many high school 
students who have come to join us 
from OHS during this first quarter to 
serve in the Youth Service 
Leadership Program as well as Peer 
Helpers.  We have many former St. 

Mary’s students who have come back 
to work with our students. 
     Thanks to Mrs. Wacek for the 
great success of the magazine drive 
that generated approximately 
$10,000 profit for St. Mary’s School 
and also a thank you to the 
Marathon Committee for their work 
in providing support to make the 1st 
St. Mary’s School Marathon program 
such a success.  Over $14,000 was 
generated.  The exact final numbers 
for both these activities have not yet 
been finalized with prizes and other 
expenses.  
     I remind parents of the upcoming 
election this next week.   Please 
make very sure that you are making 
your voice heard by voting. 
     The silent phase of the capital 
campaign will begin soon according 
to campaign chair, Mike Randall. 

Administrator’s Corner………..By Jerry Kent 

School Pictures / Retakes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Lifetouch will return on Thursday, 
Nov. 6.   Photographs will be taken 
for those who were absent on 
picture day in September or need 
retakes.  Picture envelopes are 
available in the office. If you would 
like student pictures retaken, please 
follow the instructions in your picture 
packet. 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
     October has been a very exciting month in first grade!  It is hard to believe that we have completed one quarter of 
first grade already.  We met all of our Beanie Baby friends for reading strategies.   
     We enjoyed having our guests here for Grandparents’ and Special Friends’ Day.  The concert was amazing!  I hope 
the guests enjoyed the books we made for them.  Hopefully you have sent the pictures off for the last page. 
     We are now learning about the rainforest.   We are learning about many of the animals that live in the different layers 
of the rainforest.   We are also going to be selling t-shirts to help save the rainforest.  This is purely an optional activity. 
     Thank you to all for returning your Godfather’s Do It forms.  These will continue to come home through February.  
Please make sure you continue to read with your child.  You should be seeing Just Right books coming home in the 
fluency folders.  We appreciate your help in seeing that the folders and books get returned each Friday! 
     As the weather gets colder, please make sure that your child has winter wear.  Please also make sure that all hats, 
mittens, boots, snow pants, and jackets have your child’s name in them. 
     Our Halloween parties were a blast!  We also enjoyed singing for the residents at Cedarview.  Thank you to the room 
parents for helping with our parties!   
     We look forward to meeting with you in a couple of weeks at conferences! 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Page 2      Grade Level News 

Kindergarten News …………  By Mrs. Lambaere, Mrs. Borgerding, & Mrs. Wolfe 
 

First Grade News………By Mrs. Haarstad, & Mrs. Peterson 

Second Grade News………By Mrs. Bastyr, Mrs. Connor, & Mrs. Pipitone 

    October has come and gone. Where did 
the time go? We sure enjoyed Grandparents’ 
and Special Friends’ Day! We have a special 
place for them in our hearts. 
     In reading we have been working hard on 
the short vowels. Our theme for reading is 
Nature. We are enjoying God’s beauty 
around us.  
     In math we are working on addition and 
subtraction, along with story problems. We 
will continue to work on our facts. These are 
important to know so your child is not 

counting on their fingers. We will be 
starting one minute timed tests in the 
second quarter. 
     We will be starting our unit on 
Reconciliation. This great event takes 
place in January. Remember to work on 
the Act of Contrition. Thank you for your 
support. 
     We are looking forward to seeing you 
at conferences. 
     Have a wonderful November. 
 

 

 

     We have been counting the days until we come to 
school all day, every day.  Today we are so excited to 
finally reach that special day!  Now we will eat lunch, 
have more recess, music, and gym time and just feel 
like “big kids”. 
     The traditional Thanksgiving theme will be explored 
for the entire month of November. This theme includes 
activities in the areas of Religion, Reading, Math and 
Writing. 

Special events in November: 
� Kindergarten voting on Election Day 
� Parent Teacher conferences 
� A Thanksgiving Feast Day 

     The season of cold weather is here.  Please practice 
independent dressing skills with your child.  With our all 
day schedule we will have recess outside every day – 
weather permitting.  Please help your child remember 
to dress appropriately. 
     November is a month we are especially mindful of 
all God’s Blessings.  A classroom of smiling 
Kindergartners is high on that list! 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Third Grade News………By Mrs. Chatelaine & Mrs. Johnson 

Fourth Grade News……………..By Mrs. Gerdts & Mrs. Wobschall 

Fifth Grade News…………… By Mrs. Kasper & Mrs. Lattery 
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Greetings from Fifth Grade, 
     Where has this first quarter 
gone? Soon we will be meeting with 
all of you to review the progress that 
your child is making in fifth grade. 
We look forward to these meetings 
and enjoy sharing with you how 
awesome your students are! If you 
haven’t scheduled a conference, 
contact Connie in the office. Thanks. 
     We have officially started our 
Literature Circles. The students got 
to choose between four different 
books. The theme of “survival” ties 
all the books together. Among the 

Hidden is a futuristic story about the 
choices children make. Island of the 
Blue Dolphins is based on a true 
story about a girl who was left 
behind when her people left the 
island where they lived. Number the 
Stars is a historical fiction piece that 
takes place during WWII. The main 
character is asked to help the Jews 
in Denmark. Last but not least, is the 
story called Sign of the Beaver. This 
story is about a boy protecting the 
family claim while his dad goes back 
to bring the rest of the family to their 
new home. We have read for a few 

days now, and the students are 
beginning to get comfortable with their 
different roles. Ask your student about 
the roles and about their great book!! 
     Religion has brought us to the 
study of a saint. Each student chose a 
saint and researched information about 
their life. They will write a report as 
well as creating a power point 
presentation to share with the class. 
The reports along with a watercolor 
painting of the saint will grace our 
hallways soon. Keep an eye out for 
them.  
     Happy Turkey Day! 
 

     It is hard to believe that we have completed the first quarter of school. Time has flown by and we have been very 
busy in the 4°‘ grade classrooms. Everyone has adjusted well to 4°‘ grade and they have been very hard workers. 
     In religion we have been studying the Ten Commandments and making booklets to go with the commandments. We 
discuss each one and put them into words and explanations that everyone is able to understand. In language arts we 
were able to entertain people for our play, "Alice and Alex." Everyone had a great time preparing and performing the 
play. They did an awesome job. What a great group of actors! Our next theme in our language arts book is called “Earth 
Patrol" and all of the stories have to do with �� preserving and protecting the Earth. 
     In math we are in the multiplication unit and we are working with a variety of concepts from facts families to 
calculating distance on a map. Please continue to work on multiplication facts each night. The students need quick and 
accurate recall of these 
Facts. In health we are learning about the bones of the human body and ir1 social studies we are finishing up the 
chapter on the United States Government. 
 

     The month of November brings new 
learning opportunities to St. Mary’s third 
graders!  From Math to Language Arts, 
your children are applying basic skills as 
they explore concepts that they will 
continue to build upon throughout their 
years in school. 
     In Language Arts we begin 
Community Ties, a unit in which the 
children read excellent children’s 
literature based on families and 
communities.  The first story, Fruit and 
Vegetable Man, is a beautiful piece that 
emphasizes intergenerational 
relationships as well as the power of 
helping others.  In addition, we continue 
to work with the trait of ideas; this 
month, the children will learn to develop 
their ideas with the goal of writing a 

“homerun.”  Ask your child to explain 
to you the relationship between 
baseball and writing! 
     The students are applying the 
flashcard facts that they have 
worked on over the last several 
weeks as they explore concepts in 
addition and subtraction in the 
Everyday Math program.  Thanks for 
all of the time that you have invested 
to help your child learn! 
     Mrs. Chatelaine’s class travels 
across the hall to Mrs. Johnson’s 
classroom for rock science each 
afternoon, while Mrs. Johnson’s class 
studies the science of health with 
Mrs. Chatelaine.  We are enjoying 
getting to know all of the third 

graders! 
     During the first week of 
November, as we pray the Rosary 
each day, we will reflect upon the 
Luminous Mysteries.  Each of the 
children has completed a picture 
book that will guide them through 
each decade.  For example, on 
Monday as we pray, we will reflect 
upon Jesus’ baptism. 
     Throughout the month, we will 
continue to take moments to talk 
and pray about what we are thankful 
for.  Please know that we are 
thankful for each one of your 
children and for the privilege of 
being their teachers.  We look 
forward to sharing your child’s 
progress with you at conferences! 
 



 
 
 
 
     November, already?!  It seems hard to believe that the fall has slipped away so quickly!  The holidays are fast 
approaching.  We look forward to more meetings with our second grade buddies as Thanksgiving nears.  Please look on 
our website for photos of our recent buddy activity. 
     Literature circles are the focus in language arts this month.  Students selected a book from five choices for this cycle.  
Verbs, critical thinking, comprehension, and planning are all skills we will put our best efforts into this month.   
     Math finds us using variables to describe number patterns, using formulas, making visual patterns, and beginning to 
write and solve algebraic expressions.  We are still brushing up on dividing and multiplying with decimals.   
     We were thrilled to go to the Big Island Rendezvous in Albert Lea at the beginning of October!  The Knights of 
Columbus generously pay for this wonderful field trip.  After reading about the fur trade, it was great fun to go and be a 
part of the adventure!  We were able to throw tomahawks, watch Mrs. Barnes shoot a vintage gun, discover how to make 
maple syrup, and buy vintage trinkets from Trader’s Row.   
     Voluntary and involuntary actions, cells, and the heart were all topics in science class.  Students were able examine 
cells under a microscope and study a cross section of a real sheep’s heart!  Look at our photos on the webpage! 
     In Religion class, we talked about our definition of sin, how to be good stewards of the Earth, and how we examine 
our conscience.  We have been able to attend Adoration on Thursdays as well. 
     November brings the end of quarter one!  We look forward to talking with you and your child at conferences!   
 
Blessings to you all! 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From Mrs. Slotsve’s classroom 
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 Mrs. Nylund’s News 

Sixth Grade News………By Mrs. Vieths & Mrs. Barnes 

First and foremost, I would like to thank all of you who 
attended conferences at the beginning of the month. It 
was so nice to have the chance to talk with you about 
what we are doing in math and how your child is doing. 
Your dedication to your child’s education is greatly 
admired! 
 
7th Grade Math 
We are halfway through Chapter 2, which focused on 
adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing fractions 
and decimals and also brought in positive and negative 
numbers again. We will now finish the chapter by 

solving equations involving fractions and decimals, 
bringing the skills that we learned in Chapter 1 and the 
start of Chapter 2 together.  
 
8th Grade Math 
The 8th graders are close to the middle of Chapter 2. 
They have been working hard at solving, one, two, and 
multi-step algebraic equations. The second half of the 
chapter deals with some skills that students really see as 
being applicable to the real world:  figuring unit rates, 
solving proportions, and working with percentages. 
 

Have a very Happy Thanksgiving.  
Enjoy the time with your family and friends! 

 

Junior High Social Studies 
     In Social Studies the seventh graders are exploring Ancient Egypt.  There is so much to discover and learn.  They will 
be learning about the contributions of this great civilization.    
     The eighth graders will be learning about the Byzantine Empire and the beginnings of Islam.  By learning about other 
cultures, we solidify our own faith and learn to accept that others have their own beliefs. 
 
8th Grade Language Arts 
     We are completing our Short Story Unit, focusing on comprehension and story elements.  Most of the stories 
encounter young people overcoming obstacles.  Their insight and growth is inspiring to all.   
     Later in the month, we will begin our first novel of the year entitled The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle.  This is 
a great coming-of-age story about a young girl during the 1832 who finds herself the only passenger aboard a ship 
called the Seahawk.  Charlotte finds herself caught between the madness of a ruthless captain and the rage of a 
mutinous crew.  How will it all end?  This book is an ALA Best Book for Young Adults and a School Library Journal Best 
Book of 1990.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Mrs. Stewart’s News 
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7th Grade Language Arts…. Mrs. Nylund & Mrs. Stewart 

     We are about ½ way through our first novel Touching Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelsen. 
Some of the major topics we have addressed include: Circle Justice, human behavior and relationships, predictions, 
foreshadowing, and flashbacks. Students will be completing a short project to wrap up the novel. Once we finish the 
novel, we will turn our focus back to writing. We will discuss and write a short research paper.    
 

7th Grade Science 
 
     Leaf and insect projects were spectacular! Thanks 
for your hard work and help with this project. Many 
students found it interesting that all leaves are not 
created equal; there are a variety of each type of leaf.  
     Our focus will now turn to classification and 
diversity of organisms. We will be constructing and 
using dichotomous keys to aid in identifying organisms. 
We will also start working with microscopes and 
learning about cells.  

8th Grade Science  
      
     We are starting into our Mineral & Rock unit. We will 
take a short field trip to a local rock quarry and learn how 
rocks are processed and used in daily life. We will also be 
talking about the different types of rocks and work 
toward identifying the rocks collected in October.  
 

 

Science Fair Information 
     Mark your calendars! Thursday, November 6th I will hold an informational meeting regarding the science fair. 
The meeting will begin at 7:00 pm in the science room. All 7th and 8th grade parents and students are welcome 
to attend. I will give a brief overview of the science fair itself and answer any questions you may have. Bring 
your Science Fair Handbook along if you can. If you have questions and aren’t able to attend, send an e-mail 
and I’ll get back to you as soon as I can. Thanks for your help and assistance in this project! 
 

Wanted: 

Science fair judges 

 
No experience necessary. You do not need to have a 

child participating in the fair; just be willing to judge 

and interview students with projects. Date: Monday, 

January 26, 2009. Time commitment: 2-3 hours. Lunch 

will be provided. If interested, let Mrs. Stewart know 

– lstewart@stmarys-owatonna.org  
 

 



 
 
 

From Mr. Smith: 
 
8th graders will begin their study of prejudice and discrimination while 7th graders will be continuing their work on their 
saint animation movies.  Each week, students in 7th & 8th grade religion classes focus on the upcoming Sunday scripture 
readings.  Not only are students asked to relate the passages to their lives, but they are also asked learn Church teaching 
that flows from each passage. 
 
November’s Gospel Passages & Church Teaching Themes 
11/2/08  Jn 6:37-40  Eternal life at home with God. 
11/9/08  Jn 2:13-22  You are God’s building. 
11/16/08 Mt 25:14-30  Servants awaiting their master’s return. 
11/23/08 Mt 25:31-46  Carrying on the mission of the shepherd-king. 
11/30/08 Mk 13:33-37  Be alert!  You do not know the time. 
 
Junior High Event Calendar 
11/5  EDGE Youth Ministry 6:30-8:00 PM SMS Gym (Salvation & Grace) 
11/7  SMS Dodgeball Tournament for 6-8th grade 7-9 PM SMS Gym 
11/9  Junior High Youth Rally 1-7 PM SMS ($15 advance tickets, $20 at the door) 
11/12  EDGE Issue Night- Alcohol & Drugs 7-9 PM SMS Gym 
11/14  NET Retreat 6-7-8th Graders 8:30 AM -2:00 PM @ Sacred Heart Church 
11/18  8th Grade Reconciliation  @ St. Joseph’s Church 
11/19  EDGE Youth Ministry 6:30-8:00 PM SMS Gym (2nd Coming of Christ) 
11/21-22 Steele County Transitional Housing Sleep Out 7:30 PM-6:30 AM Morehouse Park 
 
St. Mary’s Student Council Reorganized! 
St. Mary’s Student Council has been reorganized to provide more students with opportunities to contribute to the social, 
academic, Christian atmosphere of the school.  This year, students had the opportunity to apply for the following clubs 
which together make up this year’s Student Council: 

• School Spirit- (advised by Mrs. Nylund) focuses on fundraisers, Spirit Week, Catholic Schools Week, etc. 
• Dance- (advised by Mrs. Barnes & Mrs. Vieths) students organize dances, including decorating, providing the 

music, etc. 
• Activity Nights- (advised by Mr. Smith) students plan themed event nights throughout the year. 
• Newspaper- (advised by Mrs. Slotsve) students collect, edit, and write a quarterly school newspaper 
• Green Team- (advised by Mrs. Stewart) students plan ways to promote conservation and stewardship of 

resources 
• Hands & Feet- (advised by Mr. Smith) students develop and organize monthly service events 
• DVD Yearbook- (advised by Mr. Smith) students film and edit school events for an end of the year disc 
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What is SmartMusic? 
 
     Students never practice alone when they have SmartMusic at 
home. This interactive, computer-based practice system helps 
students get better faster, and makes practicing more fun. With 
amazing accompaniments for more than 30,000 titles, 
challenging exercises, and the ability to record personal CDs, 
SmartMusic is the future of music learning. 
     With SmartMusic loaded on a computer, students plug in a 
vocal or instrumental microphone and begin practicing. They play 
or sing their part with accompaniment and receive, in real time 
on the computer, detailed feedback on their performance. Ideal for woodwind, brass, string, and vocal musicians of all 
levels.  
     SmartMusic is your instant backup band that makes practicing fun! Explore this section to learn about the system’s 
most popular features. 
     Cost:  $30 for a Home Subscription plus $20, tax, shipping for a microphone.  It has Book 1,2,3, plus Solo and 
Ensemble Music and a lot more.  You must have Internet. 
     To order go to website: www.smartmusic.com 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Growing Your Musician - Sample Practice Session 

 
Total time: 30 minutes 

 
The above is taken from the book “Growing Your Musician: A Practical Guide for Band and Orchestra Parents” by Tony 
Bancroft.  See Mrs. Kuklok for more information. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pre-practice 0 You need a quiet, well-lit room with a chair, a music stand, and a 
pencil. 

Warm-up 4 There are many written warm—ups available.  Play one that 
incorporates long tones, slurs, and range, then play one that moves 
through the major and minor keys. 

Review Recently Learned 
Concept/Material 

5-10 There are unique concepts presented in Concept/Material rehearsal 
or private lessons such as how to 
produce a sound, count, and perform. 
Review these concepts and master them. 

Learn New Material 10 This is often the hardest section to do well. It takes unique skills and 
focus to learn something new or improve on a skill. 

Play Something Fun for Yourself 5 Have fun!  Most musicians already do this very well. 
Postpractice 1 Take a moment to review and celebrate your success while 

simultaneously noting areas that need further attention and work. 
Have a parent or family member comment on your progress. Chart 
your work on a challenge sheet. 
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Christmas concerts 
 
  

 

       The Elementary Christmas concert 
will be on Thursday, Dec. 4 at 7:00 
p.m.  All students should be in their 
classrooms by 6:45 p.m.  The 5th grade 
band students should report to the 
band room at 6:45 p.m. as well. 
    VOLUNEER NEEDED to decorate 
for the elementary concert on Dec. 4.  
Call Shelly Chicos at 455-1397 or Joann 
Moothart at 455-2809 or Mr. 
Ostermeier at SMS. 

     The Junior High Christmas concert 
will be on Thursday, December 11 at 
7:00 p.m.  The choir students should 
be seated in the gym by 6:50 p.m.  6th 
grade band students will meet in the 
band room at 6:40 p.m.  The 7/8th 
band will warm up at 6:50 p.m. 
       Please remember to bring a dozen 
treats per family to each concert. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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St. Mary’s 1st Annual Marathon…..By Mrs. Wacek 
  
     2008 marked the first year that St. Mary’s Catholic School participated in the Marathon for Non-Public 
Education.  Students, teachers, and parents joined in walking from St. Mary’s to the Owatonna Fairgrounds Park and 
back on Friday, October 10th, OHS’s Homecoming Parade Day.  There was a great “Blue Spirit” in the air as well as a 
tremendous amount of energy.  A short pep assembly in the gym preceded the walk.  All grades walked to the 
fairgrounds with the exception of the Kindergarteners who walked around the block. 
     Our first year goal for the school was to raise $20,000 with each student asked to raise $50.  At the end of the 
drive, the actual amount collected was $14,456.93.  We held a homeroom competition to determine the top three 
homerooms.  The first place Bowling Party was won by Mrs. Pipitone’s second grade.  The Pizza and Video Party was 
won by Mrs. Johnson’s third grade, and the Ice Cream Social was won by Mrs. Haarstad’s first grade. 
     The top fundraisers in each grade will be going out to lunch with Mr. Kent at McDonald’s on Friday, November 
21st.  The top five fundraisers in the school will go to Culver’s with Mr. Kent on Friday, December 5th.  Nine 
homerooms won coupon books because they made their class goal. 
     St. Mary’s would like to extend a special thank-you to all of our sponsors.   We feel our school is special and that 
you play an important role in keeping it that way.  Thank-you!  
 

Marathon Lunch Out 
Culvers 

 
Friday, December 5th at 11:00 AM 

 
Top 5 money collectors 

Lunch with Mr. Kent 
 

1.  Zachary Jerpbak 1-H 
2.  Samuel Pumper 2-C 
2.  Kirsten Pumper 5-L 
4.  Jonathan Klecker 2-P 
5.  Dakota Savoie 2-P 

 
Congratulations & Thank-you! 

 

Marathon Lunch Out 
McDonald’s 

 
Friday, November 21st 1t 11:00 AM 

 
Top Money Collectors by Grade 

K  Zachariah Lenz K-W 
1  Zachary Jerpbak 1-H 
2 Samuel Pumper 2-C 
3  Stephanie Liebl 3-J 
4  Molly McCabe  4-W 
5  Kirsten Pumper 5-L 
6  Megan Ritter  6-B 
7  Carissa Domeier 7-B 
8  Joe Kearin  8-B 

November Liturgies 
• Nov. 12 – 8:20 All School Mass at St. Joseph 
• Nov. 18 – Reconciliation 

� 8:35 AM 8th grade 
� 9:05 AM 6th grade 
� 9:35 AM 4th grade 
� Nov. 19 – 8:10 AM Elementary Mass 

 
We will be singing new parts of the Mass starting at the November 5th All School Mass.  Abigayle & Angela Wishy’s 
grandpa, Tom Weeklund, created this children’s Mass and has dedicated it to the students of St. Mary’s School 
and St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School in Rochester.  The music will be on an insert inside the back cover of the 
Spirit and Song Books. 
 
Masses are held at Sacred Heart unless noted.  Guests and parents are always welcome. 
 

 



 

 
 
 

Assistant Director Needed for the Spring Play 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nurse’s Notes….. by Mary Herzog,RN 
       
     We are rapidly approaching the cold and flu season.  I would encourage everyone to get a flu shot this 
year.  The CDC is recommending that all children ages 6 months through 18 years receive a flu shot.  
Studies have shown that healthy children bear a significant burden from influenza disease and are at 
increased risk of needing influenza-related medical care.  In addition, there is evidence that reducing 
influenza transmission among children has the potential to reduce the illness among their household 

contacts and within the community. 
     This is a good time to go over the school’s illness guidelines. If your child runs a temperature (100 or above) please 
keep them home until they have been temp free for 24 hours (without the aid of Tylenol or Ibuprofen).  This 24-hour 
waiting period also applies to incidents of vomiting and diarrhea.  As always, good hand washing is our best defense 
against all winter illnesses.  When calling school to report absences, it is helpful to me to know why your child is absent 
(e.g. strep, stomach flu).  If I see a concentration of illnesses in a grade level, I can let parents know so they can take 
special precautions. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Special Scrip 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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of work, but a lot of fun, as well!  You'll be glad you 
did! 
Thank you, 
Stacey Mulet   
 

     Parents and/or Staff:  If you like to work with kids 
from grades 4-8, have time after school and on 
weekends, and would like to help create something 
wonderful, this is your lucky day!  I am planning our 
next school play, and need someone to help out!  
Rehearsals run from mid- January to mid-March with 
performances on March 13 and 14, 2009.    
     Please call me ASAP at 446-9471 if you would be 
interested in adding your talents to our show!  It's a lot 

     “Special” orders are placed on the 2nd and 4th Mondays 
of the month.  Additional dates are added during the 
holidays to help with your shopping needs.  Special Scrip 
can be ordered on Nov. 3, 10, 17, Dec. 1 & 8.  These 
orders must be in the school office prior to 8:00 AM 
Mondays to be included in that week’s order and will be 
available for pick up on Thursday.  

     If there is a certain store that is not listed, call 
Connie Lembke (446-2300) to see if St. Mary’s can 
purchase it.  We cannot list all stores that participate 
because there are so many. 
     *Just a note of concern: Because of the high 
demand of Scrip during the Holiday Season, backorders 
can occur.  So order early! 
 

Volunteer Coordinator…..by Connie Lembke      
     Thank you to all volunteers who helped make Grandparents Day so successful. I truly appreciate your help and 
enthusiasm to help. 
     Thank you to all volunteers who are graciously giving of their time to help in the lunchroom, classroom, recess, 
Vision & Hearing screening, field trips, selling scrip, and the list goes on.  
     If you have not already signed up to help out and would like to, please e-mail me a note anytime to: 
volunteercoord@stmarys-owatonna.org. We are always in need of more volunteers.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

St. Mary’s School – A Gem In Our Midst……by Mike Randall 

I sometimes wonder if people realize what a tremendous asset the Catholic community of Owatonna has in St. Mary’s 
School. Since 1877, thousands of young students have been receiving a great education in a setting that instills Catholic 
beliefs and Christian values at a crucial time in their lives. That same tradition continues today. 
 
When you walk the halls of St. Mary’s you witness first-hand the outstanding, dedicated teachers we have who continue 
to shape and guide our young students. They love their job, they love teaching, they love working with kids, and they live 
their faith. Our teachers are what make St. Mary’s so special. We have a tremendously talented and giving staff who 
make St. Mary’s a great school. 
 
Will St. Mary’s impact your life? I think it will. Upon leaving St. Mary’s many of our students achieve success in both high 
school and college. Not only will your child benefit from a great education, but they will benefit from a supportive, caring 
community like St. Mary’s. They’ll write get well cards to cancer patients. They’ll rake the lawn of an elderly neighbor or 
raise money for victims of a natural disaster. They’ll bond with their classmates at Wolf Ridge. They’ll worship together in 
mass, and pray for an ailing or dying grandparent.  They will be caught living the beatitudes. They will be surrounded by 
Christian values and the teachings of Jesus. They will grow up to become caring, concerned adults. 
 
At St. Mary’s, we are in the early stages of a capital campaign to raise much needed funds to improve our facility.  Many 
of you will be asked to participate, either by volunteering, donating, or both. My hope is that you will reflect back on the 
impact St. Mary’s has had, does have, or will have on your life, on the lives of your children, and say “yes”. It’s a great 
way to give back to the school, to say “thank-you” to our teachers, and to ensure that St. Mary’s remains a strong asset 
to our Catholic community. If you are interested in finding out more about the campaign, please contact me at school. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Home & School News      School Board Members 
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The Nutcracker        
      
     The Nutcracker, produced by the Allegro School of Dance & Music marks its 20th anniversary with 2 free 
performances for school children on Dec 12th at Byron’s Center for the Performing Arts. The Nutcracker will also be 
performed there on Dec 13 at 7:00 pm and Dec 14 at 1:00 and 3:30 pm. 
     Advanced tickets are $10, available from cast members or by calling Allegro at 288-0125. This delightful holiday 
tradition includes many talented and enthusiastic performers from the Rochester area, including the following students 
from your school! During the production, watch for: Abigayle Wishy 
 

     The annual Home and School Pancake 
Breakfast sponsored by the Knights of Columbus will 
be held on Sunday, November 16th from 7:30-12:15 
in the St. Mary’s School Cafeteria. 
 If you haven’t already turned in the money 
for your tickets please do so ASAP.  Your money can 
be handed into to the school office.  Please mark 
your envelope with PANCAKE BREAKFAST.   
 We will need some help on the day of the 
breakfast.  If you are interested in volunteering, 
please call Shannon Prostrollo at 456-5200.  If you 
have a child in need of ELC hours, there will be a 
sign-up out side of Mrs. Slotsve’s room with available 
shifts.  
 

Sacred Heart 
Mrs. Carla Kern   455-1544 
Mr. David Mulert  451-3550 
Mrs. Cheryl Rohwer  451-5449 
Mr. Rich Gerdts   835-3283 

St. Joseph 
Mr. Chris Herzog  451-2890 
Mrs. Dawn Ritter  451-8199 
Mr. Jed Ebner   455-2876 
Mr. Jon Hanson   455-1689 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Physical Education……..By Ms. Grose 
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2008 Magazine Sale Wrap-up…..by Mrs. Wacek, Magazine Drive Coordinator 
 
   This year St. Mary’s ran a shortened magazine drive with participation by the 7th and 8th graders optional.  Our 
total sales were almost $26,000 compared to over $33,000 in 2007. 
     The September drive is over, but orders can still be placed at: 
 

QSP.COM 
Register at St. Mary’s Catholic School-Owatonna 

For Credit 
Online Code is: 425006429 

 
     You can also look up previous orders online and contact customer service.  We are in a computerized world and 
our magazine drive is reflecting that.  Online orders totaled $1478 this year compared to $972 last year or a 52% 
increase.  Using the Internet makes things simple for everyone involved.  There are no lost orders in student 
backpacks or lockers.  Our office does not have to count the money or bring it to the bank.  St. Mary’s just sits back 
and collects the monthly checks! 
     Back at St. Mary’s, all the promotions have been completed.  On Friday, Oct. 24th, winning students had their 
limousine lunch at Godfather’s.  We give thanks to the McCabe family for donating the beautiful white stretch limo.  
The top 30 sellers had an Ice Cream Bingo Party on Monday, Oct. 27th.  In addition to the Hamster Rumble, the top 10 
sellers played Deal or No Deal with profits going directly to themselves.  Everyone played Bingo and all enjoyed a 
great time. 
     Thank you for all your support.  Our school hopes to realize about $10,000 in profit for the drive.  Remember, 
our next drive is September 2009! 
 

Kindergarten: We will start P.E. 2nd 
quarter working on locomotor 
movements; skipping, galloping, 
sliding, running & leaping, hopping & 
jumping. We then will be working on 
the proper way to over hand throw 
and catch. 
 
   1st graders have been working on 
tee-ball games. We have been 
learning the rules and how to play 
the game. We will be working on 
juggling. We will juggle one and two 
tennis balls, rings, scarves, thus 

working on our eye-hand 
coordination and manipulation.  
After juggling we will jump rope. 
 
   2nd, 3rd, 4th graders have been 
working on football skills and 
playing football games.   Then we 
will be working on juggling and 
jumping rope. We will be working 
on volleyball skills; serving and 
passing then playing volleyball 
games. 
 
   5th and 6th graders have been 

playing soccer games and are 
being tested on the President’s 
Physical Fitness Test. We will be 
working on a volleyball unit. We 
will work on the skills, learn the 
rules and play games. 
 
    7th and 8th graders have been 
working on a football unit. We 
worked on skills, learned the rules 
and are playing football games. We 
are also working on the President’s 
Physical Fitness Test. Our next unit 
will be volleyball. We will work on 
the skills, learn the rules and play 
games 
 



 
 
 

Basketball 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Cheerleading 
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Basketball Practice 
     Check with your child, as they will 
be receiving a practice schedule from 
their coaches. 
     Early practice runs from 3:30-5:00 
PM.  Late practice runs from 5:00-6:30 
PM.  Practice will rotate each week 
between early and late practice. 

Girls basketball season will soon be hooping 
it up as November is here!  Mr. Plemel will be 
coaching the girls.  Girls’ basketball is open 
to any 6th-8th grader.  
 
Boy’s basketball is open to any 6th-8th 
grader.  Mr. Eddie will be coaching the boys. 
 

 

  

Save Your Aluminum Cans All Year 
 

Owatonna Metal Recycling 
1210 Industrial Road, Owatonna, MN  55060 (Across from the Waste Treatment Plant) 451-1470 

    Owatonna Metal Recycling will collect aluminum cans for St. Mary’s Sports Boosters all year. All you have to 
do is turn your cans in there and they will give you a slip. Take that slip to the office at the recycling center and 
they will keep track of the money owed to St. Mary’s School. At the end of each month they will send St. Mary’s 
a check for the cans collected. All the money will go towards St. Mary’s sports. 
    This is a great way of getting rid of all those cans and not having to wait until our next pick-up date, which is 
in April. Any questions call Terri Grose at St. Mary’s School or Wanda at Owatonna Metal Recycling. Thanks for 
your support! 

Cheerleading is open to any 6, 7, or 8th grader who wants to cheer for St. Mary’s boys and 
girls basketball games.  Marie Lawrence is the cheerleading coach. 
 
There will be a team meeting on Tuesday, Nov. 4 at 3:30 PM in cafeteria. 

 

  

Floor Hockey….by Keith Freundl 
 
     I want to thank all the players who participated, 
especially Gregory Somers and Julian Bednar who play 
hockey and shared their talents.  We had 21 students 
participate in floor hockey divided into four teams.  We 
had two teams battling for first place for most of the 
season.  Kurtis Pierret and Marcus Oyloe’s team came 
in second with a 3-2 loss in the championship game.  
The players on the championship team were Michael 
Evans, Nic Thamert, Logan Johnson, Julian Bednar, and 
Stephen Leon.  Their record was 10 wins and only 1 
loss.  After the championship game, 12 players 
participated in the All Star game.  I want to thank the 
players, Terri Grose, and the parents for being so 
considerate.  



 
 
Check it Out!     
 
Maud Hart Lovelace 
     Many students in grades 3 and up are reading books from this select list.  In March of 2009 students who 
have read three books from this list are eligible to vote for the MN State Book Award.  The winning book 
from each division is selected and announced in April.  Students who have read six books from the list are 
members of the Scholar’s Club and will participate in a celebration/book talk when the winner is announced.  It is 
certainly not too late to begin reading books from this list.  Students check in with me when they have read a book, and I 
keep record of their reading in the library. 
     Remember the Owatonna Public Library also keeps books from this list on their shelves.  So, if your child can’t wait to 
get their hands on the “next one,” check out our public library. 
 
Do-It! 
We have begun the Do-It program, sponsored by Godfather’s Pizza, at most grade levels.  We hope that through 
participation your child will discover the author or type of book which keeps them coming back for more.  Keep on 
reading! 
 
Book Fair 
     We will be hosting an Usborne Book Fair during elementary conferences on November 24th & 25th from 3:30 – 7:30 
p.m.  Students will be able to choose from hundreds of high quality, fun and educational books, and your purchases will 
pay St. Mary’s back with FREE BOOKS.  Our students regularly check out the Usborne books from our library, and we 
often have a number of them on hold. 
     Sue Haugen, Educational Consultant with Usborne Books will be available at the book fair to answer questions and 
help you choose the best books for your reader’s needs.  There will also be a craft activity available for the kids both 
evenings. 
     Teachers and children will preview the books to create their own Wish Lists.  Our school has the opportunity to earn 
up to 50% of all purchases in FREE BOOKS.  Our goal is to encourage reading, promote literacy and boost the quality of 
our library collection.  These books will make an excellent addition to your home library, and make great gifts as well. 
     Be involved in our book fair… be a volunteer, donate a book, promote your child’s reading, attend the fair and you’ll 
help give the gift of reading to the children in our community. 
Happy Reading! 
Mrs. Berg 
 
 

Coming soon! 
Car and Cash Raffle 

For the Night of Knights Auction 
 
     The Auction Committee has decided to continue with the “Car and Cash” raffle.  We will soon be selling $50 raffle 
tickets, but with a twist. The drawing this year will be for a Ford Fusion (Thanks to our friends at Owatonna 
Ford/Chrysler) or $10,000 cash. The drawing will take place the night of the Auction April 18th, 2009. More details will be 
coming soon. 
     We will be asking for help to sell tickets. If you think you could sell a few tickets to neighbors, co-workers or family 
members, please contact an auction committee member. We are excited and we hope that you are too! 
     More auction updates will be coming in the months ahead. Your Auction committee is already at work toward making 
our 2009 auction a fun and successful event for St. Mary’s School. 
 
      Auction Committee Members
 
Barry and Lori Butler  loributler1@charter.net 
Phil and Carol Daley  carol.daley@allina.com 
Bill and Chris Dublin  dubsmn@charter.net 
Dave and Cathy Effertz  ceffertz@gmail.com 
Patrick and Kristin Haberman Kristin@rconnect.com 

 
Garret and Tanya Henson tanyadhen@yahoo.com 
Kara Martin  kara.k.martin@wellsfargo.com 
Nic and JoAnn Matejeck jomat@smig.net 
Jill and Chris Prohaski jcprohaski@charter.ner 
Todd and Julie Valento jvalento@bob.gov  
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