
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Mary’s School Newsletter 
Catholic Schools - “Light the Way” 

May 2008 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

¶ May 6 ï Athletic Banquet 

¶ May 7 ï K-5 Spring Concert 

¶ May 14 ï 6-8 Spring Concert 

¶ May 19 ï School Board meeting 

¶ May 21 ï May Crowning 

¶ May 26 ï Memorial Day ï NO 

SCHOOL 

¶ May 30 ï Track and Field Day 
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Attendance: 
Parents, please report a 

student absence or late arrival 
by calling the school office at 

446-2300.  Before school 
hours a message can be left 

on the answering machine.  

 
Administratorôs 
Corner 

By Jerry Kent 

     We are moving into the last full 

month of the 2008-09 school year.  I 
wish to thank the parents, students 

and staff for the many efforts to 
make this a very successful year.  

We thank the many people who have 

contributed to our school greatly 
during this past year.  Contributions 

come in a financial manner and also 
I know that many are praying for 

students and staff each day.  These 
prayers, likewise, are very important.  

     I urge all members of the St. 

Maryôs School family who are eligible 
to vote to do so in the upcoming 

bond referendum.  Hopefully the 
message has gotten out to all the 

parents, staff, and parishioners as 

well as the entire Owatonna 
community about the needs of our 

school system.  I believe that this is 
a very great opportunity for St. 

Maryôs School to improve and expand 
its program, and to work jointly with 

the greater Owatonna education 

community to provide for quality 
education, both public and private.  I 

urge all voters to do so on May 21, 
2008. 

     Registration for the 2008-09 

school year is open community-wide.  
I urge any St. Maryôs families, who 

have not registered as yet, to please 
do so to give us an accurate count as 

we begin the process for the new 

year and look for additional hiring of 
staff if necessary. 

     April is the month we thank the 
many volunteers who have 

supported us throughout the year.  
We thank Connie Lembke who 

assumed the position of Volunteer 

Coordinator and has provided 
volunteers to assist our teachers, 

students and staff at St. Maryôs 
School and we greatly appreciate her 

efforts.   

     A special thank you goes out to 

the adult chaperons who joined our 

8th graders at Environmental 
Learning Center at Wolf Ridge during 

this past week.  Parent chaperons 
included Cheryl Bastyr, Dave Berg, 

Dave Emanuelson, Darcie Forster, 

Donna Wheeler, Mark Kearin, Ron 
Starman and Tracy Thamert.  In 

meeting with these chaperons as 
they got off the bus, I believe they 

had as much fun as the students.  
While the weather was not always 

warm and rain-free as it has been in 

past few years, they had a very good 
time.  If you as parents would like to 

get your names on the chaperon list 
for other students you have at home, 

please contact school administrator, 

Jerry Kent, as soon as possible. 
     During this past month, SMS 

students have been taking Cognitive 
Abilities and ITBS tests.  Hopefully 

we will have results prior to this 
school year ending.  If they are not 

available prior to the end of the 

school year, parents can call school 
administrator, Jerry Kent, and review 

those results during the summer 
months. 

     As we conclude this year, we still 

have many activities going on at 
SMS, including two spring concerts, 

May Crowning Ceremony, and Track 
and Field Day as well as graduation 

for kindergarten and 8th grade 

students.  Please continue to support 
and pray for us during these last few 

weeks of the year. 

Administratorôs Cornerééé..By Jerry Kent 

Reminder 
     On Monday, May 9, District 761 

will have a 2-hour late start for 
staff development.  Buses will run 

2 hours late in the morning.  St. 
Maryôs School does NOT participate 

in the late starts.  The school day 
at St. Maryôs will begin at 8:00 AM 

as usual. 
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    Page 2      Grade Level News 

     Before our Graduation program in 

June, a lot will be happening in 
kindergarten.  

     Our theme of animals and 
habitats is always a favorite of the 

children. We will have many 

opportunities to demonstrate our 
reading and writing skills as we 

explore this unit.  
     Math time will find us reviewing 

and reinforcing the yearôs concepts.  
     Our last lessons in Religion help 

us to learn that we can care for 

others as Jesus did. We learn that 

Jesus is our friend and will be with 

us forever. The children continue to 
enjoy stories from the bible. 

     Each of the classes will have 
special programs for the parents in 

May. There are also special class and 

all school activities ï be sure to 
check those backpacks for 

information pertaining to your childôs 
particular class.  

     We thank parents for their 
continued support. We look forward 

to celebrating our accomplishments 

at kindergarten graduation. 

 

Kindergarten News éééé  By Mrs. Lambaere, Mrs. Borgerding, & Mrs. Wolfe 

 

 

       Lions and tiger and BEARS, oh 
my!  That's right, we have been our 
study of bears.  We will do art 
projects, read books, do some 
writing, and do some mapping skills 
all centering around our bear theme.  
It will be an interesting adventure! 
      Thank you so much for your 

support during auction time.  We had 
a successful auction and we're very 
fortunate to have the support of 

parents and the community. 
      We had our pizza party to 

celebrate our success with the 
reading program.  The children 
enjoyed eating pizza and drinking 
pop! 
      Mr. Larson is teaching us the 

Hail Mary prayer in sign language.  
He's also teaching us some words 
associated with bears.  It's amazing 
how quickly the children catch on. 

First Grade NewséééBy Mrs. Connor, Mrs. Haarstad, & Mrs. Peterson 

Second Grade NewséééBy Mrs. Bastyr & Mrs. Pipitone 

 What a big month for us in 

religion! We worked on our final 
preparations for First Eucharist. Our 

big day finally arrived.  
 In May we will be doing a 

big unit on dinosaurs. We will be 

reading, writing, art projects, and 
reporting on these creatures. 

 Doing the Iowa Basic tests 
was something new for the 2nd 

graders. We worked long and hard 
on them and were glad to get back 

to our daily routine. 

 We worked on a plant unit. 

We planted apple seeds, read about 
plants and seeds, and did many 

activities for Earth Day.  
We will be finishing up on 

fractions, and then working on 

measurement and possibly decimals 
and place value. 

 It was an awesome April and 
we are looking forward to a 

marvelous May! 

 

  
 
 

 
 

 

      The children are busy preparing 

for the Spring Concert! It's hard to 
believe that it's already concert time.  
The end of the school year is rapidly 
approaching.  
      We're looking forward to many 

exciting events in May. 
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Third Grade NewséééBy Mrs. Chatelaine & Mrs. Johnson 

     In May, as we appreciate the new life 

and growth around us, we marvel at the 
physical, emotional, and intellectual 

growth of the third grade children!  They 
are becoming ñfourth gradersò right 

before our eyes! 

The month of May brings great 
opportunities for further growth and 

learning, including: 
¶ finishing up the ñWhatôs 

Cooking?ò unit, including baking 

bread!  Our next unit will be 

Fourth Grade Newsééééé..By Mrs. Gerdts & Mrs. Wobschall 

We have had a very busy April.  

Thank you for your wonderful 
donations to our class baskets for 

the auction.  Your generosity helped 
to make our auction a HUGE 

success! 
    We have wrapped up the 4th unit, 
"American Snapshot'" in language 

arts.  We are beginning the 5th unit, 
"Meet the Challenge."  We will be 

reading about a variety of challenges 
people face and overcome to be 

successful. 
    In math we have completed the 
8th unit about finding perimeters and 

area of polygons.  We are learning 
about the relationship between 

fractions, decimals, and percentages 

and how to convert numbers to each 
of them.  The children are really 

eager to learn about the numbers. 

    The solar system projects were out 

of this world.  They were spectacular 

and beyond my expectations.  The 

children worked very hard and did an 
outstanding job.  Thank you for your 

time, support, and guidance during this 
independent project.  We have now 

completed our study of space; we are 

beginning the long awaited unit on 
insects.  The students keep asking, 

"When are the bugs coming?ò  Soon!!!  
The children will learn the 

characteristics of insects, what is the 
difference of complete and incomplete 

metamorphosis, and much more.  

Remember to ask your child to share 
what he/she is learning about bugs.   

    We continue to learn about the 
United States of America and what 

makes each region unique.  We are 

focusing on the southwest region.  

Fifth Grade Newsééééé By Mrs. Kasper & Mrs. Lattery 

     Happy Spring. 

     Finally the beautiful weather is here to stay! The 
students have been reminding us to seize the day and go 

outside to enjoy it!! With testing behind us, there is a bit 
more time for that. 

     We will begin this month with a look at Hurricanes, our 

third natural disaster of This unit. The students will pull 
together in teams to look at the careers of different storm 

chasers! After testing that unit, we will head into another 
exciting literature session. One of the stories will be Maniac 

Magee by Jerry Spinelli and the other book will be Roll of 
Thunder Hear my Cry by Mildred Taylor. Both stories deal 

with the issue of race from different time periods in our 

history. 

     In Social Studies we are studying the Underground 

Railroad and learning about the horrible conditions that the 
slaves had to deal with on a daily basis. Weôll end this 

year with a unit on the Civil War. 
     Science class has been about setting up experiments and 

testing variables. The students are wrapping up the unit with 

catapults before heading into the study of plants and living 
things. Yes, that means crayfish! 

     This year has gone incredibly quickly and we have truly 
enjoyed working with your children. They are fabulous, and 

we are not quite sure we are ready to give them up yet! 
Thanks for all of your help and support throughout this year! 

I guess we know where they get their "fabulousness" from!! 

 

 
 

ñWeather Watchò ï a unit 

that provides both fiction 
and nonfiction reading 

selections and skills for your 
child. 

¶ exploring the traits of Voice 
and Word Choice through 

writing a descriptive 
paragraph. 

¶ learning about and applying 

Jesusô Law of Love in our 
lives. 

Start practicing for the 5o states and 

capital test.  The end of the year is 
approaching quickly and so is the 50 

states and capital test! 
    We continue to serve God and help 

others.  We raised a lot of money for 

the Heifer project for lent.  We made 
and bought items for the Benefit 

Auction for Mr. Freundl's 
granddaughter.  The generosity of our 

students and their families is very 
heartwarming.   
    We had our Do It pizza party at the 

end of April.  Continue to encourage 
your to read, read, read, READ! 
    Thank you for your continued 
support and sharing your wonderful 

children with us.  We are having an 

awesome school year, and we hate to 
see it come to an end. 
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¶ exploring fractions in 

Math. 

¶ discovering properties of 

simple machines and 
inventions, culminating 

in an Invention Fair. 
     Thank you for your continued 

support of your childôs learning, 

including the nightly monitoring 
of homework as well as review of 

spelling words and math facts.   
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 Sixth Grade Highlights 
        By: Mrs. Barnes 

¶ Literature Circles; reading Izzy 
Willy Nilly, Firegirl, Something 
Upstairs, Time Windows, 
Empty Mirror.  

¶ Disease Research Paper and 

Power Point Presentations.  
¶ First Communion with 2nd 

Grade Reading Buddies!  
¶ Reading Buddy Picnic.  
¶ May Crowning.  
¶ Class Picnic at Brown Park.  
¶ Track and Field 

It is hard to believe the end of the 

school year is almost here! The 6th 
grade students have accomplished so 

much. We're looking forward to a busy 
May and several activities that will get 

us outside into the beautiful Spring 

weather. Look for our classroom 
weekly news on the web page for 

more details! 
 

 Mrs. Nylundôs News 

 

7th Grade Language Arts 
 The 7th graders just 

completed their research papers. I 
enjoyed reading them immensely; 

they chose some interesting topics 

ranging from the history of 
cheesecake to the effect energy 

drinks have on the body to 
sports/movie stars. Areas that were 

quite new to them in this unit were 

citing sources in their report to avoid 

plagiarism and taking notes on 
individual note cards. Many of them 

thought the note card process was 
quite tedious but saw the value of it 

when we got to the outlining stage 

and their note cards guided them. 
Regardless of whether they liked the 

process or not, they will use it again 
in high school, so exposure to it is 

important. 
 Last week we began our 

final novel of the year, The Cay. The 

story takes place at the same time as 
our first novel, Summer of My 

German Soldier, during World War 
II. While Summer of My German 

Soldier focused on the prejudice 

against Jews during that time, our 
present novel looks at prejudice 

against black people, when a young 
white boy is forced to overcome the 

prejudice handed down from his 
parents after becoming stranded on 

an island with a wise old black man. 

 

7th Grade Math  
 We are close to the end of 

our unit What Do You Expect? , 
which has the 7th graders working 

with probability. They were exposed 
to some different methods, such as 

the tree model and area models, to 
figure out the chances of different 

outcomes occurring. The unit will 

conclude next week with a project 
that I am going to integrate into 

their Language Arts class. Students 
will be designing a Carnival Game 

based solely on probability, no skill. 

They will run trials of the game and 
will state the Theoretical and 

Experimental Probability of their 
game. Their game must make a 

profit for a ñpretendò carnival, and 
they will be asked to figure out how 

much money their game would 

theoretically bring in for the carnival. 
For the Language Arts piece, 

students will be writing a report that 
explains their results. 

 

 

8th Grade Math 
 Prior to going to ELC, the 8th 
graders were working extremely hard 

on the Properties of Exponents and 
Polynomials. Many of their practice 

problems were modeled after 

problems taken directly from their 9th 
grade algebra book. This was a 

challenging unit with many different 
rules to follow. Students took many 

notes and wrote down problems we 

did in class to use as a guide while 
doing their homework. 

 After returning from ELC, the 
8th graders were eased back into 

having to think mathematically again 
with a project that integrates with 

their Holocaust study in Mr. Smithôs 

room. Students were posed with the 
question, ñHow many is 6 million?ò 

(With 6 million being the number of 
people killed during the Holocaust). 

They had to come up with a way to 

represent 6 million in some 
mathematical way. They were asked 

to write a short report about their 
findings and make a visual aid to 

present to the class to show their 

way of representing 6 million. Math 
vocabulary and methods had to be 

used and demonstrated in their 
work. The example I used as a 

sample project was that a quarter 
measures 1.75 millimeters in 

thickness, so if you lined up 6 million 

quarters face to face (as in a roll of 
quarters), they would reach a little 

over 6 miles, the approximate 
distance from Owatonna to Medford. 

My steps in computing the distance 

and converting millimeters to miles 
were shown in my report and on my 

visual aid.  
 Because of the curriculum 

changeover going into next year, I 
plan to focus the rest of 8th grade 

math this year on pre-algebra topics 

that will fully prepare the students 
for the topics covered in their 9th 

grade algebra book. The next few 
weeks we will be working on solving 

algebraic equations such as 9X + 14 

= -4X ï 2. 
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Junior High Religion 

Students will continue their study of Sunday scripture and its link to Church teaching.  The readings for May are as follows: 
Date  Readings   Theme 

5/4/08  John 17:1-11   Living for Honors versus Living Honorably 
5/11/08  John 20:19-23   Donôt Bundle Up Against This Wind 

5/18/08  John 3:16-18   Saved Through Relationships 

5/25/08  John 6:51-58   Christôs Really Here- Are You?    
  

7th grade students will conclude their study of Catholic Social Justice teaching by developing a service project and 8th 
graders will further their study of prejudice and discrimination by examining both the causes and effects of the Holocaust. 

 
Students can earn points for praying the Prayer to the Holy Spirit and the Prayer for Easter Virtues by reciting the prayer 

to parent volunteers during religion class time until 5/30/08. 

 
Student Council and Youth Ministry Events 

5/4/08 Park Day 2-4 PM 6th-8th grade $3 @ Mineral Springs Park 
5/16/08 Dance in SMS Cafeteria from 7-9 PM 6th-8th graders $3 

5/17/08 Movie Matinee Prince Caspian Movie & PM Mass 6th-8th graders $6 

    
Hands & Feet Service Project 

Students should remember to perform 8 hours of community service by 5/30/08.  Students have volunteered 3,184 hours 
so far this year! 

 

7th grade students visited Seniorplace during April to learn about table tennis, play balloon volleyball, and make recycled 
greeting cards.   

 
Greeting Card Collection for Seniorplace 

Please drop off your used greeting cards (except for Christmas cards) in the card box in the office.  All cards will be given 

to Seniorplace for senior citizens to recycle into new cards. 
 
 

 
 

   
 

 

 
 

Mr. Smithôs News 

SEVENTH GRADE SCIENCE 
     The remainder of the year will 
be spent studying the workings of 

the human body. As we 
look at the body systems we will 

try to find out what keeps them 

working well. We will find out 
about blood pressure and how to 

take it - check heart rates ð and 
study nutrition to see if we are 

eating healthy. There isnôt much 

time left in what has been a great 

year. The seventh graders are 

enthusiastic, motivated, and really 
great people. 

 

EIGHTH GRADE SCIENCE 
     Weather and climate will be the 

topic we will be studying for most of 
the remainder of the year. We will 

study the reasons for the weather we 
have locally and try to make some 

predictions using the weather study 

equipment we have. As we look at 

weather averaged over a long period 
of time (climate) we will try get an 

understanding of climate change 
and how it could change our life 

styles.  This year has gone very fast 

and has been very enjoyable for me. 
I would like to thank the eighth 

graders for a great year. They have 
been very enthusiastic, creative, and 

fun to be around. 

 

 

Science Updateé. By Mr. Simon 

Marian Presentation 
     You are invited to a special Marian Presentation on May 4, 2008 at 7:00 PM at Sacred Heart Parish Center.  

Father Tom Cook will speak about devotion to Mary and its important role in our journey to become better 
Christians.  See you there! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Auction Success!!  $140,000 for St. Maryôs School! 

 

     By now, most of you have heard what a tremendous success the 22nd Annual Night of Knights Auction was.  Our 
attendance was increased by approximately 200.  That increase in attendance contributed greatly to the new all-time 

auction record of $140,000!  The support for Catholic Education in Owatonna certainly is alive and well! 
     The auction committee cannot thank you teachers, staff and St. Maryôs families enough for your support.  Without 

your generous donations and many volunteer hours, these incredible results could not have been achieved.  
     We would also like to thank the Owatonna Businesses that contributed to the auction.  If you have the opportunity, 

please personally thank the businesses that donate to our auction.  The support that was shown to our school on April 

12th was overwhelming and we want the community to know how truly grateful we are. 
     We also wish to extend a special thank you to those that participated in the Staff Appreciation Raffle.  Your 

donations provided two staff members (Richard Perry and Mrs. Kathi Wolfe) with large gift baskets and the entire staff 
received a catered breakfast following the auction.  Your donations to this raffle were a great way to show your support 

and appreciation for these special people who share a portion of their day with our children. 

     The Auction Committee is interested in hearing your feedback and suggestions.  Weôre always looking for ways to 
make the auction new and exciting!  Please contact a committee member if you are interested in helping serve on an 

auction committee or if you have suggestions for improvement. 
     We send our sincere thanks to all of you for your contributions to our 2008 Auction!! 

 
The 2008 Night of Knights Auction Committee 

 
      

 

been chosen by MN teachers and 

media specialists.   Multiple copies of 
the books will be purchased by our 

school over the summer and 
prepared for check-out in Sept.   

      You may visit our library page at 

www.stmarys-owatonna.org to read 
a summary of the newly selected 

books.  Check out the Owatonna 
Public Library this summer also.  

They are sure to have some of the 
titles if your child wants to get a 

jump on next yearôs list. 

      The books selected for next 
school year are: 

Division I:   (Grades 3-5) 
The Penderwicks  by Jeanne 

Birdsall 

Mirror's Tale by P. W. Catanese 
Lunch Money by Andrew Clements 

Phineas L. MacGuire Erupts by 
Frances O'Roark Dowell 

Flush by Carl Hiaasen 

Jackie's Wild Seattle by Will Hobbs 
Gossamer by Lois Lowry  

Punished by David Lubar 
Abby Takes a Stand by Patricia 

McKissack 

Project Mulberry by Linda Sue Park 
Three Good Deeds by Vivian Vande 

Velde 
Princess for a Week by Betty Ren 

Wright 
 

 
2008 Maud Hart Lovelace Award 

     We have just wrapped up our 
celebration of the 2007-08 Maud 

Hart Lovelace Award.  Over 20,000 
Minnesota students in grades 3 - 8 

had the difficult job of choosing 

Maud Hart Lovelace Award Winners 
from a list of twelve of some of the 

best recently published fiction for 
children and teens. The winners 

were announced on Maud's birthday, 
April 25th.   The Division I winner 

was Ruby Holler by Sharon Creech, 

and in Division II Drums, Girls and 
Dangerous Pie by Jordan 

Sonnenblick.  Many of our students 
in grades 3-8 took part in this 

program.  Approximately 70 students 

voluntarily participated; with 35 
reading six or more books.  A new 

set of books for both divisions has 

Greetings from the Libraryééé.By Mrs. Berg 
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Greetings from the Library 
Continued on page 13 

Alumni Raffle  
     The alumni raffle was held at the Night of Knightôs Auction on April 12 with the following winners.  1st place prize 

of $250 was won by Katy Kreutter, 1977 SMS graduate; 2nd place prize of $150 went to Pat Kingsley of Owatonna, 
the class of 1944; 3rd place of $100 went to Martin Chesney of Pine Island, MN class of 1960.  WE thank the many 

alumni of St. Maryôs School who purchased tickets to this raffle.  We appreciate your support of St. Maryôs School. 

 

http://www.stmarys-owatonna.org/
http://www.jeannebirdsall.com/
http://www.jeannebirdsall.com/
http://www.jeannebirdsall.com/
http://www.pwcatanese.com/catanese_author.htm
http://www.andrewclements.com/
http://www.francesdowell.com/
http://www.carlhiaasen.com/
http://www.willhobbsauthor.com/
http://www.loislowry.com/
http://www.davidlubar.com/
http://www.randomhouse.com/kids/catalog/author.pperl?authorid=20049
http://www.randomhouse.com/kids/catalog/author.pperl?authorid=20049
http://www.randomhouse.com/kids/catalog/author.pperl?authorid=20049
http://www.lspark.com/
http://www.vivianvandevelde.com/
http://www.vivianvandevelde.com/
http://www.vivianvandevelde.com/
http://www.vivianvandevelde.com/
http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/contributor.jsp?id=3143
http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/contributor.jsp?id=3143
http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/contributor.jsp?id=3143
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Quarter 3 Honor Roll 
 

8th Grade 
      ñAò 

Anna Bastyr, Elizabeth Berg, Connor Cordell, Jacob Forster, Megan Grubish, ,D.J. Hanson, Lauren Hoen, Emily Kasper, 
Natalie Koan, Whitney Kubat, Jack Leon, Laura Meyer, Paige Miller, Emily Moothart, Garth Sevcik, Tess Starman, Delaney 

Zimmer 
 

       ñBò 

Emma Ahlberg, Matthew Boettger, Tyler Burke, Tana Cunningham, Ryan Emanuelson, Allysa Evans, Jacob Kearin, Kelsey 
Lattery, Nick Liebl, Kyle Lisowski, Monica Nelson, Alyssa Rudolph, Megan Scheid, Matthew Simon, Travis Thamert, Tyler 

Von Ruden, Shelby Wolfe 
 

ñHONORABLE  MENTIONò 

Lucas Hughes , Zarek Kozel, Sean Murphy, Jordan Zeman 
 

7th Grade 
     ñAò 

Jake Buswell, Lara Butler, Nicole Carlson, Michael Evans, Monica Hanson, Brody Hudson, Will Kreutter, Mitchell Mulert, 
Sarah Mulert, Miles Mulet, Maria Palacious-Pirkl, Kurtis Pierret, Kendra Schroeder, Katie Schroepfer, Kory Soukup, Marysa 

Storm, Trent Tucker, Katie Willinganz 

 
     ñBò 

Mari Bunkers, Lauren Chicos, Laura Ebeling, Gabi Edel, Anna Frank, Josh Gerdts, Stephen Joachim, Joseph Kearin, Brittney 
Kramer, Abie Kubista, Brooke Miller, Marcus Oyloe, Lizzy Prohaski, Jessie Sedivy, Nic Thamert 

 

6th Grade 
    ñAò 

Erin Abbe, Mary Ahlberg, Lisette Betti, Jordan Borchert, Tori-Anne Carlson, Carissa Domeier, Emily Emanuelson, Emily 
Gebur, Hayden Holland, Jeffrey Johnson, Logan Johnson, Matthew Kern, Shelby Kern, Riana Kubat, Alexandra Liebl, Erin 

Lindenbaum, Caitlin Morley, Lisa Nguyen, Katlin Ptacek, Anna Rahrick, Madelyn Rysavy, Nikki Sedivy, Josi Segner, Colin 

Titus, Isaac Torres, Michael Zappa 
 

     ñBò 
Tim Cowell, Loryn Fox, Allison Grubish, Alex Hannover, Parker Hoen, T.J. Lembke, Toni Nelson, Ariana Ptacek, Anna 

Redman, Autumn Sabin, Miranda Schimek, Zach Shaver, Jordyn Wobschall 

 
ñHONORABLE MENTIONò 

Casey Balausky, Angie Higgins, Callie Rezac 

 
 

Hot Lunch   
 

     The end of the year is rapidly approaching. Please 

make sure that your child(ren) have sufficient lunch 

money in their account(s). If an account is overpaid 
that money will carry over to the next school year. 

Accounts cannot end in the RED. If you have any 

questions please feel free to contact the school office. 

     The new online hot lunch system is up and running. 
You will need your child(ren)ôs ID number in order to 

register online. (Please call the school office to receive 
ID numbers). There is no charge for registering or 

following your child(ren)ôs account(s) online. There is a 

charge of $1.95 if you pay online. You are still able to 
pay the same way that you have been paying, 

example: check or cash to the school office. Paying 
online is just a new option for you. 

 

 



 

 

Sports Booster News 
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Sports Banquet 
     The annual Athletic Banquet for grades 

6-8 will be held Tuesday, May 6th at 6:30 
PM at Sacred Heart Parish Center. 

     The Sports Boosters will furnish plates, 
silverware and beverage.  Each family is 

asked to bring a small dessert. 
     The banquet is open to all students in 

grades 6-8 who participated in floor 

hockey, volleyball, basketball, 
cheerleading, softball, or baseball.  Due to 

space limitations, we ask that it be limited 
to athletes and their parents.  Hope to see 

you there. 

 

Sports Booster News 
     Thank you to everyone who 

brought aluminum cans to the can 
drive.  A special thank you to Bill 

Maxey and Gallea Transfer for 
providing the trailer.  The money 

collected goes directly to the sport 
booster fund.  The next can drive will 

be the weekend of the carnival in 

September.  Save those cans! 
     The purpose of the sports 

boosters is to provide the little 

ñextrasò for students in grades 6-

8 participating in sports at St. 
Maryôs School.  These may 

include fees for tournaments, 
upgrading equipment and 

purchasing new uniforms when 

needed.  There are no fees for 
students who participate in 

sports at St. Maryôs!  I would like 
to thank the parents, students, 

and staff for all of your support 
this year.   

Thank you, 

Terri Grose 

 

Girls Softball 
May 1 at Prior Lake, B/A  4:45 PM 
May 5 at Manthey Park, (vs. Kids First) B/A 4:00 PM 
May 6 Sports Banquet at Sacred Heart Parish Center  6:30 PM 
May 8 at Randolph, B/A 5:00 PM 
May 12 vs. Holy Cross, B/A 4:30 PM 
May 15 at Faribault B.A., (1 game, maybe 2) 4:15 PM 
May 17 at Randolph, Tri-County Softball Tourney, B/A  TBA 
May 22 vs. Prior Lake, B/A  5:00 PM 
May 28 Turn in uniforms, cleaned and repaired 

 

Boys Baseball 
May 1 at Prior Lake, B/A  4:45 PM 
May 6 Sports Banquet at Sacred Heart Parish Center  6:30 PM 
May 8 at Randolph, B/A 5:00 PM 
May 9   vs. Montgomery B/A 4:30, here (make-up game) 
May 12 vs. Holy Cross, B/A 4:30 PM 
May 15 at Faribault B.A., B/A 4:15 PM 
May 17 at Montgomery, Tri-County Baseball Tourney, A  TBA 
May 20 at Montgomery, B/A 4:30 PM 
May 22 vs. Prior Lake, B/A 5:00 PM 
May 28 Turn in uniforms, cleaned and repaired 

 

Whatôs Happening In Phy. Ed 
By Terri Grose, K-8 Physical Education 

Kindergarten:  We will be working on some 
basketball skills, the parachute, and scooters. 

 
Grades 1-4:  We will be working on some dances, 

parachute and finish with tee-ball, grades 1-3 and 
slow pitch softball with Grade 4. 

 

Grade 5:  We will be working on ethnic and social 
dances.  After dance we will be testing the 

Presidentôs Physical Fitness Test.  We will finish the 
year playing slow pitch softball. 

 

Grades 6-8:  After social dance, we will play floor 
hockey and test the Presidentôs Physical Fitness 

test.  We will finish the school year playing slow 
pitch softball. 

 

  Save Aluminum Cans All Year 
By Terri Grose 

Owatonna Metal Recycling 

    1210 Industrial Road 

   Owatonna, MN  55060 
(Across from the Waste Treatment Plant) 

451-1470 
    Owatonna Metal Recycling will collect aluminum cans 

for St. Maryôs Sports Boosters all year. All you have to do 

is turn your cans in there and they will give you a slip. 
Take that slip to the office at the recycling center and 

they will keep track of the money owed to St. Maryôs 
School. At the end of each month they will send St. 

Maryôs a check for the cans collected. All the money will 
go towards St. Maryôs sports. 

    This is a great way of getting rid of all those cans and 

not having to wait until our next pick-up date, which is in 
April. Any questions call Terri Grose at St. Maryôs School 

or Wanda at Owatonna Metal Recycling. Thanks for your 
support. 
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Sacred Heart 
Mrs. Carla Kern  455-1544 
Mr. Robbe Kniefel 455-2371 

Mrs. Cheryl Rohwer 451-5449 
Mrs. Holly Liebl  455-9013 
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Growing Your Musician 
 What should my child practice every day? 
     Help your child stay focused on his or her goals, but 
keep in mind that all work and no play is not much fun ï 

and if music is not fun, at least on some level, most 
children will not want to practice it!  Make sure your child 

mixes challenging sections with fun pieces for a healthy 
balance. 

 
What should I do while my child is practicing? 
     Encourage your child to perform for you at the end of 

the practice session, sharing areas of success and pieces 
that still need work.  You should compliment your child 

often.  It is also important to encourage your child to 

review areas that are still rough.  Ask your child questions 
about what is fun to play, and encourage him or her to 

learn new songs. 
 
My child just wants to have fun. What can I say to make 
practice more appealing? 
     Learning how to play an instrument can be frustrating.  

While siblings watch TV and friends talk on the telephone 
or play ball outside, it may not seem fair to be inside 

practicing.  In all honesty, practicing is hard work.  If your 
child sees only the hard work, practicing can turn into a 

terrible chore.  Seeing the rewards of music is not easy if your 

child is trying to do it alone.  A family can positively impact the 
progress and development of a musician by encouraging 

regular miniconcerts and performances.  Centering musical 
development and performance on important family activities 

like dinner and family reunions quickly teaches children the 

power and influence of music. 
 

What do I tell my child who just doesnôt want to practice, or 
worse yet, wants to quit music altogether? 
     First, ascertain if your child is truly unhappy and wants to 
quit or is just having a bad day.  Recognize that nearly all 

musicians will come to a point where quitting will seem easier 

than continuing.  Encouraging words are helpful and 
motivating.  Most musicians who want to quit tend to fall under 

one or more of the following categories: they are disorganized; 
they donôt understand how to gain access to musical knowledge 

and skills; their musical environment is not challenging or 

fulfilling, or it doesnôt encourage sustained musical excellence; 
or they simply do not have the determination to succeed.  Also 

keep in mind that some people love music but are more 
attracted to other arts and disciplines, and they should be 

encouraged to pursue excellence in those areas when 
appropriate. 
 
The above is taken from the book by Tony Bancroft.  Contact Mrs. Kuklok to 
purchase a copy. 
 

Beginning Band Summer Lessons 
     
     Beginning Band summer lessons will be 

offered this summer.  Beginning band is open to 

all current 4th graders.  Lessons will be taught in 
like instrument groups June 16 through July 10.  

Lesson groups will meet for 45 minutes on 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday for 

four (4) weeks (a total of 16 lessons).  The cost 

is $80.00.  Any interested 4th grader that hasnôt 
already signed up should contact Mrs. Kuklok. 

     

Summer Band Lessonséby Mrs. Kuklok 

      
     Private lessons will be offered to all current 

band students in grades 5-8.  The basic rate is 

$14 per half-hour lesson.  I will be teaching 
lessons starting 16th of June through July 10. 

Times and dates are very flexible ï be sure to 
sign up early for the best selection. 

       All lessons will be given at St. Maryôs School.  

Contact me at 446-2300 or 455-9737 to reserve 
your spot today! 

 

 

Spring Concerts 
     The K-5 Spring Concert will be on Wednesday, May 7 at 7:00 p.m.  All elementary classes and 

the 5th grade band will perform. 
     The Junior High Spring Concert is Wednesday, May 14 at 7:00 p.m.  The following groups will 

perform: Jr. High Bands, Jr. High Choirs, Jazz Band, and of course, we will have the 8th grade slide 
show. 

     P.S. Donôt forget to bring your treats for the reception that will follow the concerts.  Thanks 
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May Liturgies 

May 7 - 8:30 AM Jr. High Mass at St. Joseph 

May 14 ï 8:10 AM Elementary Mass  
May 21 ï 8:10 AM May Crowning at Sacred Heart 

May 28 ï 8:30 AM All School Mass at St. Joseph 
 

All liturgies are held at 8:10 AM at Sacred Heart Church 

unless otherwise noted.  Parents and guests are welcome. 

 

From the Social Workersô OfficeéBy Gina Pohlen 
    

     The Second Step Program funding and materials were received.  This program provides a great curriculum to 

teach empathy, impulse control, and problem solving and anger management.  I will be going into the 1st, 3rd, and 
5th grades starting the final week in April until the end of school at least once a week for a short time to cover these 

areas.  I am hopeful that if we find this curriculum useful we can implement it in more classrooms next year.   
     The Peer Helper program continues to provide many of our St. Maryôs students with wonderful friendships and 

support.  There will be an end of the year picnic at St. Maryôs on May 21st.  The Big Brothers/Big Sisters Program will 

provide games and activities for our students.  Additional information will be sent home with students that have Peer 
Helpers.   
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School Board Members 
Sacred Heart 

Mrs. Carla Kern   455-1544 
Mr. Robbe Kniefel  455-2371 

Mrs. Cheryl Rohwer  451-5449 
Mrs. Holly Liebl   455-9013 

St. Joseph 
Mr. Chris Herzog  451-2890 
Mrs. Dawn Ritter  451-8199 

Mr. Brian Bunkers  455-3186 
Mr. Jon Hanson   455-1689 

 

 
 

Cribbage Champion 
            By Jerry Kent 
     The 2008 cribbage tournament has 
been identified.  This yearôs winner is 

3rd grader Tommy Pfeifer who won the 

final match against his 5th grade 
brother, Michael.  These two boys 

battled it out to the end with Tommy 
coming out on top.  There was a two-

way tie to follow up Tommy with 
Daniel Nolte losing out to the eventual 

champion.  Tommyôs name has been 

added to the large cribbage board in 
the trophy case.  This is the 8th year 

that St. Maryôs has hosted a cribbage 
tournament for our students in grades 

3, 4, and 5.  Congratulations to the 

many students that participated. 
_______________________________ 

 

 

Auction Thank-you 
     Congratulations to the auction 

committee for the fantastic conclusion 
to the 22nd Night of Knightôs auction 

that was held on April 12.  This annual 
fundraiser generated over $170,000.00 

in gross sales with a final net profit in 

excess of $140,000.  This greatly 
surpasses the amount of previous high 

point of $109,000 in net sales in 2007.  
We thank the auction committee, 

students, staff, parents, and 

community for the strong support of 
this event. 

_____________________________ 

Successful Home and 
School Project 
     A thank you goes out to Elite 

Shredding for their support in the 
shredding of legal documents fund 

drive that was recently concluded in 
April.  A total of 1672 lbs. generated 

$462.00 in donations from those 

individuals who brought documents 
to be shredded.  This fundraiser will 

be conducted at least one additional 
time during the next school year.  

We thank Elite Shredding for 
providing assistance in making this 

project a success. 

___________________________

_ 

Safety Drill 
     The final school-wide safety drill 

will be held on during the month of 
May.  This will involve the evacuation 

of the entire school complex and 
moving to an off-site location.  Law 

mandates us to have four such drills 

during the year.  The staff and 
students also participated in a 

statewide tornado this past month. 

 

Take Charge of Education  

     St. Maryôs Home and School Association was recently awarded a check 

for $1777.77 that was generated through the months of Sept. 2007-March 
2008.  Since the program began through the Target Corporation St. Maryôs 

School throughout the years has seen the benefit of $20,612.85.  The 
present period continues through Sept. 2008.  St. Maryôs School has already 

generated $256.49 towards the next period.  The number of red 

cardholders who have designate St. Maryôs School is 342.  Included in this 
newsletter are the official program rules that you can use to secure a 

Target card.  Please review the information to secure a card and target St. 
Maryôs School to benefit from your purchases.  On behalf of St. Maryôs 

School we thank you for your strong support. 

 



 
 

 
 

Great News from QSP! 
St. Mary’s School Can Still Earn 40% Profit! 

Order On-Line Anytime! 

× Forgot to Order a Magazine? 
× Is Your Favorite Subscription Expiring? 

× Need the Perfect Gift for Someone You Know? 
 

You can still order Magazines, CD ROMS and Books through QSP, and St. Maryôs 

School will still earn 40% profit! That's right! Order on-line anytime, and our school will continue to benefit from your 
support in the QSP Magazine Sale Fundraising Program! 

 
It could not be any easier than this: 

ü Go to: www.qsp.com 
ü Click ñRegister Now" and enter our school's account number: 425006429 

ü You will now be linked directly to the on-line site where anything and everything you purchase will earn St. 

Maryôs School 40% profit! 
ü Same Great Selections . . . Same Great Service! 

  
Don't let publishers pressure you into renewing directly through them! All of those 30- week, 48-week or 6-month 

subscriptions you may have ordered, may now be renewed through this great website and you will be helping our School- 

PLEASE spread the word! 
 

DON’T FORGET: 
For any questions about on-line purchases, please call QSP Toll-Free at 1-800-678-2673 [Monday - Friday, 7:00 AM - 6:00 PM CST]. 

QSP Customer Service Representatives are always happy to assist you! 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Bingoé. by Bingo Committee 
     Parents and Teachers ï if you love the Fair!   
please consider working at the Bingo stand 

sponsored by SMS Home and School Association 
during fair week ï August 12 thru 17th.   

Students love to see their teachers. 

     We are also looking for two more couples to 
join the Bingo committee.  Itôs a lot of fun! 

If interested ï please contact Katy Kreutter at 
455-1247 or Bonnie Ebner at 455-2876. 

  
  
  

 
 

 

Safety Drill 
 The final school-wide safety drill 

will be held on during the month of May.  
This will involve the evacuation of the 

entire school complex and moving to an 
off-site location.  Law mandates us to 

have four such drills during the year.  

The staff and students also participated 
in a state-wide tornado this past month. 

 

Congratulations to SMS Teachers 
     Tammy Barnes and Sara Slotsve recently concluded 

their Masterôs in Education Program through University 
of MN at Southwest State.  We thank these two 

teachers for their dedication to St. Maryôs School and 
their willingness to achieve additional education to 

make them even more successful in the classroom.  
During this next year, we have six additional teachers 

who will be working on/completing there Masterôs 

program.  Through St. Maryôs University in Winona will be 

Stacy Wobschall, Lori Haarstad, Lynn Lattery, and Cheryl 
Bastyr.  Those working on Masterôs Program through 

Southwest State University will be Lynn Lattery and Anne 
Nylund.  We thank all of these teachers for their strong 

dedication to St. Maryôs School. 

 

http://www.qsp.com/
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DRESS CODE 
St. Maryôs has a school dress code that is intended to maximize the educational opportunities, general safety, and 

health of St. Maryôs students and uphold the Catholic values of modesty and chastity. 
General Policy 

Dress and appearance must not present health or safety problems.  The school may restrict the wearing of clothing or 

other adornment that is disruptive to school operation or that is generally distracting. 
 

All clothing 
¶ Clothing that advertises alcoholic beverages or tobacco products or makes reference to anything that is of 

questionable moral value is not permitted.  Logos and wording on clothing must reflect the values of the Catholic 

religion. 

¶ The tightness and looseness of all clothing needs to be considered.  

Shirts 
¶ Shirts must overlap the pant waistline whether standing or sitting. 

¶ Sleeveless shirts must go to the point of the shoulder and have a hem around the armhole. The looseness and 

size of the armhole on sleeveless shirts should be considered. 

¶ Shirts must cover all undergarments. 

¶ Tank tops, muscle shirts and halter-tops are not allowed. 

¶ Low cut necklines are not allowed. 

Pants 
¶ Pants must cover all undergarments when standing or sitting. 

¶ Flannel pants and pajama pants are not allowed. 

¶ Pants may not be rolled up to ñmakeò Capri pants. 

¶ Ripped, torn, or ñholeyò jeans are not allowed. 

Shorts and Skirts 

¶ Students may wear shorts when appropriate for the weather. 

¶ Shorts and skirts must extend to at least the middle of the studentôs thigh. 

¶ It is strongly recommended that parents monitor short length. 

¶ Swimsuit bottoms, spandex, or tight fitting shorts are not allowed. 

Hats 
¶ Hats may not be worn within the school building unless a student has administrative approval.  Hats can be 

brought to school to wear for recess. 

¶ Shorts may not be worn at any school Mass or liturgical function. 

¶ Students should always dress respectfully for Mass and liturgical functions.  Students are encouraged to ñdress 

upò if they are part of the ministry team at the Mass. 

 
Enforcement of the Dress Code 

The classroom teacher will monitor studentsô clothing in the elementary grades.   Junior High staff members will 
address junior high girls/boys if their attire violates the dress code policy.   

 
If a student is in violation of the dress code, they must correct the situation before returning to class or activity.  If 
needed, the student will need to contact their parents to bring appropriate attire 

Reaccredidation Survey 
      If you have not completed the reaccredidation 

process survey you received on-line for St. Maryôs 
School, please do so as soon as possible.  If you do not 

have access to a computer to take this survey on-line, 
please stop in the office to pick up a copy to complete 

and return.  We need this information to continue the 
process of reaccredidation.  We would like to have the 

results of this survey to the school office no later than 

May 15, 2008.  Thank you very much for your support. 
 

SMS Reaccredidation Committee 

 

Home & School Officers needed 
     St. Maryôs School is looking to replace two 

volunteers who have given service to our school 
program through the Home and School Association.  

Molly Titchenal, past president, and Lisa Deml, past 
treasurer will be retiring from their positions.  We will 

need to replace the vice president and treasurer 
positions for the 2008-09 school year.  Please contact 

administrator, Jerry Kent and/or incoming president 

Shannon Prostrollo if you would like to volunteer for 
these positions.   
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Nurses NoteséééBy Mary Herzog RN 

Another school year is coming to a close and itôs 

time for last minute records. 
Preschool and Kindergarten: Early childhood 

screening is mandatory before entrance into 
kindergarten.  Screening is for children 3 ½ to 5 years 

old. If you have children who are turning 3, I recommend 
getting this screening done early (anytime after age 3 ½) 

to catch any problems that may not be apparent without 

it.  Included in the screening are vision, health 
assessment, hearing, immunization review, health 

history, gross motor, speech and developmental testing.  
There is only a limited time to get this screening done.  

Call Linda Klecker at 444-7911 to schedule an 

appointment. 
 Kindergarten health packets have been 

distributed.  Please return these packets to the Nurseôs 
office as soon as possible. (August 1 at the latest!) 

 6th Grade ï Reminders have been sent to those 
students entering 7th grade in fall concerning their 

immunization status.  These must be completed before 

school starts in the fall.  Call me (or leave a message) 
with the dates of these vaccinations. 

 Sports Physicals ï for those going into 6th grade 

and interested in sports: physicals are usually scheduled 

during the week prior to and/or the first week of school.  
When dates and times have been set, I will notify you.  

Forms will be provided and must be filled out and signed 
prior to the screenings.  These physicals are very basic and 

are not meant to take the place of a thorough physical by 

your family doctor.  Because this age group is seen the 
least by their doctors, the Clinic would like to encourage 

you to have a complete physical done this summer.  This 
would fulfill the obligation for a sports physical. (Just have 

your physician fill out a sports physical form.)  
 8th Grade ï Your childôs health records need to be 

transferred to the school that they will be attending next 

year.  We will be sending out parent permission slips to 
sign in order for those records to be transferred with your 

child.  I will include a copy of your studentôs immunization 
records in the packet they receive at graduation 

ceremonies. 

 Track and Field Day is set for May 30.  Remember 
sunscreen, #15 or higher and a hat! 

 Hearing and Vision screening for grades 1-8 is 
scheduled for Friday September 19th.  Kindergarten will 

have their screening on Friday September 26.  If anyone is 
interested in helping, please leave your name with the 

school.  Thanks!  Have a great summer! 
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Division II:  (grades 6 - 8) 

Mirror's Tale by P. W. Catanese 
Flush by Joseph Bruchac                                                 

    
Jackie's Wild Seattle by Will Hobbs                    

* Soldier Boys by Dean Hughes 

Day of Tears by Julius Lester  
Gossamer by Lois Lowry  

Sleeping Freshmen Never Lie by David Lubar 
Heat by Mike Lupica  

Shackleton's Stowaway by Victoria McKernan 
Monsoon Summer by Mitali Perkins 

Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan 

* So B. It by Sarah Weeks  
  

Summer Reading 
     Be watching our June newsletter for recommended 

reading lists for summer reading.  The Owatonna Public 

Libraryééé.continued from page 6 

Library will again be hosting a wonderful summer 

reading program.  If youôre an older student consider 
volunteering in the program.   

  
Volunteers 

A big ñThank youò goes out to all who have helped in 

the library this year.  Many books were returned to 
shelves, students helped and books prepped for 

checkout.  Without you our library would not meet the 
needs of our students. Youôve made a positive 

difference in getting the right books into the hands, 
backpacks, lockers, and homes of our students!  Thank 

you!  Thank you! 
 
  

http://www.pwcatanese.com/catanese_author.htm
http://www.josephbruchac.com/
http://www.willhobbsauthor.com/
http://www.deanhughes.net/
http://members.authorsguild.net/juliuslester/
http://www.loislowry.com/
http://www.airborn.ca/
http://www.davidlubar.com/
http://us.penguingroup.com/nf/Author/AuthorPage/0,,1000009423,00.html
http://www.mitaliperkins.com/index.html
http://www.rickriordan.com/
http://www.sarahweeks.com/
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     St. Maryôs School 
730 S. Cedar Avenue 
Owatonna, MN 55060 

 
507-446-2300 

507-446-2304 (fax) 
www.stmarys-owatonna.org 

Parents, Grandparents, Neighborsé 

 
 

St. Maryôs is collecting empty inkjet 

Cartridges for recycling: 
Lexmark   Xerox   Sharp 

HP     Dell     Apple 
Canon   Brother 

Please drop them off at school 

Attn:  Mrs. Wacek 
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Clean-a-thon 
     After two unsuccessful attempts to 

find a Saturday free of rain and/or 
snow, the clean-a-thon for 2008 has 

been cancelled.  The names of 
parishioners in need of assistance in 

raking their lawns have been 
forwarded to Healthy Seniors.  St. 

Maryôs parents and families can contact 

Healthy Seniors for a lawn, which they 
could assist these parishioners of our 

two parishes in getting ready for the 
spring.  Hopefully as nice spring 

weather comes, you will be able to 

provide this assistance. 
Sincerely, 

Jerry Kent 
Administrator 

 

The Power of a gift 

     I hope that many of you 
had a chance to attend the St. 
Maryôs School Auction.  It was a 
wonderful night and you could 
just feel the support for our 
school from current and past 
parents, alumni and people 
from the community.  At the 
end of the night, after all the 
bidding was done, something 
special happened, but first a 
little background. 
     St. Maryôs School Board has 
had a technology task force 
working for the past year, 
looking at ways to upgrade the 
technology in our school, both 
for student learning and also for 
teaching purposes.  We had 
purchased a Smart Board last 
year and the use and interest in 
it has been phenomenal.  As 
parents we all want our children 
to be well prepared for the 
future they will face ahead.  I 
have heard it said that the top 
five jobs most in demand in ten 
years donôt even exist today 
and are all technology related.  
It is hard to say what the exact 
role technology will play in our 
childrenôs future, but it is 
certain to be significant. 
     The technology plan 
submitted by the task force 
calls for each grade to have its 
own smart board, projector and 
lap top.  In addition, the junior 
high will have four Apple iMacs, 
two video cameras and related 
equipment for the students to 

develop their own presentations.  
The total cost of these purchases 
is ~$30,000 and when 
implemented, will put St. Maryôs 
in a leadership position for 
technology compared to many 
other schools.  We do not have 
funds for this in our operating 
budget but the school board has 
elected to use gifts to the school 
this year to fund this important 
project.  We had received 
$25,000 to date and this leads us 
back to the auction.  At the very 
end, the auction committee 
announced that the school was 
$5,000 short of the total dollars 
needed to fully fund this project.  
Within ten minutes the remaining 
$5,000 was raised!  What a 
testimonial to the support our 
school enjoys and the recognition 
that technology is an important 
piece of the educational pie. 
     So next fall when your 
student returns to school we will 
have all the new pieces of the 
technology ready to go and 
because of the overwhelming 
support the auction received we 
also have been able to add some 
budgeted staff time to develop 
the curriculum to go with this.  It 
is hard to predict what impact 
this gift will have on our students 
but I am sure it will be 
meaningful and lasting. 
 
Submitted: 
Brian Bunkers 
SMS School Board Chair 
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Target Take Charge of Education 
 
Official Program Rules 
 
Qualifying Schools 
The Take Charge of Education® program is intended to benefit K-12 schools located in the U.S. having a 

501(c)(3) or 509(a)(1) tax-exempt status. 
 

How the Program Works 

Target® Visa® Credit Card, Target Credit Card(SM) and eligible Target Business Card® accounts can sign up for 
the Take Charge of Education program by calling 1-800-316-6142 or by visiting Target.com/tcoe or an in-store 

kiosk. The primary cardholder of a Target Check Card(SM) can sign up for the Take Charge of Education program 
by calling 1-800-316-6142. 

Designate an eligible K-12 school, and Target donates an amount equal to one percent (1%) of your Target Visa 
Credit Card, Target Credit Card, Target Check Card or Target Business Card purchases (minus returns and sales 

tax) at any Target store and Target.com, and one-half percent (1/2%) of your Target Visa Credit Card 
purchases made (not including cash advances, balance transfers, and purchases of other cash equivalents, and 

minus returns and sales tax) everywhere else Visa credit cards are accepted.  

Target will track purchases made on participating Target Visa Credit Cards, Target Credit Cards, Target Check 

Cards and Target Business Cards and will distribute the accumulated donations to schools in March and 

September. 
 

General Conditions 
Only one school may be designated for each Target Visa Credit Card account, Target Credit Card account, 

Target Business Card account and Target Check Card. For the Target Check Card, only the primary cardholder 

can designate the K-12 school, and that designation will apply to any authorized users. For the Target Business 
Card, only the primary contact on the account can sign up and designate the K-12 school to receive the 

donation. 

Schools must meet the eligibility requirements described above. 

Donation amounts begin to accrue when the school designation is processed. The school donation will only be 
made for Target Visa Credit Card accounts, Target Credit Card accounts and Target Business Card accounts in 
good standing at the time donations are distributed to eligible schools. The school donation will only be made 

for Target Check Cards that have no unpaid electronic fund transfers at the time the donation is distributed to 

the eligible schools. 

School donations through the Take Charge of Education program are not tax-deductible. 

Target Business Card accounts can sign up to participate in the Take Charge of Education program only if they 

are an educational organization and obtain approval from Target to participate in the program. 

Checks will not be mailed to schools if the payout is less than $25 (payouts under $25 will carry over to the next 

payment period). Checks must be cashed before the expiration on the check. Checks are considered rejected if 
not cashed by their expiration. 

Target reserves the right to discontinue or alter the terms of this program at any time. 

For questions or assistance, please call Target Credit Services at 1-800-394-1829 
REDcard: Target® Visa® Credit Card, Target Credit CardSM and Target Check Card.SM Subject to application approval. 

 


