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Upcoming Events

Feb. 2 7 Band
solo/ensemble Festival

Feb. 6 i Ash Wednesday

Feb. 11 i Home &
School Meeting

Feb. 18 i No School

Feb. 19 & 21 i grades 2-8
Conferences

Feb. 22 i No School

Feb. 251 School Board
meeting

Feb. 25-Mar. 11 Tri
County Basketball
tourney

Attendance:

Parents, please remember to
report a student absence or
late arrival by calling the
school office at 446-2300.
Before school hours a message
can be left on the answering
machine.

Admini strat
By Jerry Kent

During the month of January, St.
Maryds School st
celebrated vocations at our school.
The Owatonna Serra club enlisted
Father Tom Loomis from
Resurrection Parish in Rochester
along with Deacon Pat Fagan to
speak on vocations to the students in
small groups. Father Loomis grew
up on a farm between Owatonna and
Albert Lea. Hopefully we will have
more vocations coming from some of
our students in the future.

Catholic Schools Week was
celebrated this
staff and students had many
opportunities to show off our school
that has been a part of the Owatonna
Catholic community for over 130
years. They found ways to spread
the word of Jesus Christ by making
valentines for Veterans; cards of
caring for people in the hospital,
nursing homes and assisted care
facilities. They shared liturgy with
fellow parishioners of both St.
Josephs and Sacred Heart Parish and
also celebrated a special Catholic
School 6s Week
They showed their academic
achievements through a learning
parade and well-known Science Fair
for St ."anmel'grad® s 7
students. A special thank you to Don
Simon who helped organize the
Science Fair. The students had
opportunities to have fun as well
through the annual sock hop with
their families,
theater as well as other excursions
that occurred both indoors and
outdoors within our local community
this past week. Thank you very
much for joining us in this
celebration.

Students in grades 3, 4, and 5 will
be concluding their introduction to

Ma

cribbage in the next few weeks with
a tournament that will begin in early
February. This has been a time of
socialization, improving of
mathematics skills and having some
fun not only with their peers but also
during non-school hours playing
cribbage with parents and
grandparents. A thank you also to
Dan Bauer and his REP Retreat
Team for conducting a retreat
recently with our 8" grade students.
Additional retreats will be held with
the same retreat team for our 7" and
6" grade students in February and
March.

During the month of February, St.
Maryds School ce
Read month and there will be many
activities promoting student and staff
reading this mon
School will also host the Tri-County
basketball tournament at the end of
February. We thank the coaches,
players and our cheerleaders for their
strong support throughout the season.

A note to parents that 2™ quarter
report cards went home with students
on Friday, January 25. 46% of the
students in grades 6, 7, and 8
achieved an A average on their report
cards recently concluding the 2™
quarter. When combined with
students who received B average
throughout the quarter, we have over
90% of students at those two levels.

I commend the students for their hard
work and | thank their parents for the
strong support. | especially want to
thank the staff for working with the
students to achieve at their best
academically making sure they get
their work done and on time. These
skills learned will benefit the
students greatly when they enter
Owatonna High School.

Administrator’s Corner
(continued on page 9)




Kinderga rten NewsSe¢ ¢ ¢ By Mrs. Lambaere, Mrs. Borgerding, & Mrs. Wolfe

February is a month of many
special happenings in Kindergarten.
Reading is always a very important
part of our daily curriculum and
during I Love to Read Month we will
give special attention to reading,
writing and literature. Each
Kindergarten class plans activities to
highlight our love of reading.

The 100" day of school falls during
February. We will take advantage of
this opportunity to celebrate with
many Math activities during the

First Grade Newss « éBy Mrs. Connor, Mrs. Haarstad, & Mrs. Peterson

It's amazing how quickly
time flies in first grade! We are
already close to our 100th day of
school.

Our penguin unit has brought
about some great discussions and
some fun! We sculptured
penguins in front of the school.
We hope you had a chance to view
them. It was a perfect day for
building penguins and we all
worked together as a team to
create a penguin.

Catholic Schools Week was
filled with many fun adventures.

Bubble day, penguin races, hat day,
crazy hair day, ice cream, donuts,
singing, mass, to name only a few.
We made the most of every day as
we celebrated our wonderful school.

The children did a fantastic job
on their first two spelling tests!

We talked about Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. and discussed what
our dreams would be for the world.
Let's hope they all come true!

Antarctica has evolved in the
hallway. Be sure you stop by the
classrooms to see life-sized penguins
on display. Each penguin is the

Second Grade News:s ¢ éBy Mrs. Bastyr & Mrs. Pipitone

Happy winter! We
that half of the school year is
finished! We have come a long way
so far.

In reading our theme was
Weather. This was a nonfiction unit.
We did center work reading and
doing different activities each center.
We also read and discussed Martin
Luther King, Jr. to help celebrate his
birthday. There were many good
discussions on how unjustly people
were treated long ago and that it

second full week of February.

Other highlights during
February include:

A The beginning of Lent

A Dental health

A Vaentineds Da

With so many special events this

month, please be sure to watch your
chil ddéds backpack f
information.

exact size of an adult penguin. You
will be amazed at the height of some
of the penguins. The children did an
amazing job with their artwork.
Please be sure that your child has
snow pants and boots daily. It's
important for them to be prepared
for recess and to have the proper
clothing to stay warm and dry.
We're looking forward to a
fun February!

wasnodt fair.

In religion the BIGGIE was
receiving first Reconciliation. Your
children did a wonderful job
preparing for this sacrament and
learning the Act of Contrition. You
can be proud of them we sure are!

We had fun during Catholic
Schools Week. What a great school
community we have.

Thanks for all you do to
support the school and us. It is
greatly appreciated.

just



Third Grade News:e ¢ éBy Mrs. Chatelaine & Mrs. Johnson

In Language Arts during
February, the students will continue
with the Disasters theme. After we
complete Pompeii and Mount
Vesuvius (nonfiction), we move onto
Patrick and the Great Molasses
Explosion (historical fiction).

During January, the third graders
researched and then wrote about
their endangered animals. We will
be presenting our reports at the
February Home and School meeting.
To conclude this Science/Writing
unit, we will attend a class about
endangered animals at the

We have been very busy in the
4* grade classrooms. It is hard to
believe that we a half way through
the school year. In math we have
been working with division,
coordinates, and angles. The
students are learning how to
measure and construct angles of
differing degrees. They enjoy using
the protractors and have become
very skilled in this area.

In language arts we have been
doing a variety of things. We have

Minnesota Zoo on February 15.
As we continue exploring the

concepts of multiplication and division in

math, continue to work with your child
on multiplication math facts at home.
Have you checked out our updated
websites? As your child practices

multiplication, check the site for websites

that may assist them in learning facts.
After we finish the multiplication and
division unit, the children will explore
place value.

During religion, we begin the month

this, we will contemplate our
response to Godbd
we explore using our gifts to

share about Jesus.

Please know that there is an
open invitation to join your
children at an Elementary or All
School Mass. We enjoy and
appreciate pa&aten
Mass and in our classrooms.
Thank you for your continued
support of your

by studying the relationship between the

Passover and the Eucharist. Following

finished up the 3rd theme in our books
and are moving on to the 4th.
Descriptive writing has been a focus in
our writing. We work a lot with
adjectives during this time.

In social we have been singing and
resear chi ng.gradersl of
know the Fifty Nifty United States
song. We performed this during
Catholic School Week during the
learning parade. They each made a
state poster with a variety of symbols
and information that represented their

Fifth Grade Newse ¢ ¢ ¢ éBy Mrs. Kasper & Mrs. Lattery

Wow, can you believe we are half
way through the year! Once again
we are looking forward to visiting
with all of you during Mid-Quarter
Conferences, which will be coming
up in a couple of weeks.

This past week the students
enjoyed many fun activities
associated with
Week. There were many highlights
like: ice cream sundaes, Praise and
Worship, Ice skating, Crazy Hair Day,
the Learning Parade, our WOW
party, and the student vs. teacher
games. We did manage to squeeze
a little learning in too!

The students have been busy
learning about fractions in math.
They are becoming experts at

Ce

creating equivalent fractions and
reducing. We ol |
ordering fractions, learning about
improper and mixed numbers, along
with adding and subtracting.

The students became real experts
on their Revolutionary War Hero. It
was fun to see them actually come
to life during the Learning Parade.
Atoms and electricity have been the
focus in Science. The 5™ graders will
be using their knowledge about
magnetism and electricity to
experiment even further!

In Religion we have been talking
about the mission of the church: to
welcome, heal, and serve, and how
the 7 Sacraments fit into this
mission. We will begin with the
sacraments of initiation first. The 5%

state.

In science they are working on
their ocean unit. They have been
learning about the ocean
environment and how important the
oceans are to us. Many of the
products we use come from things
you would find in the ocean.

Catholic School &
full of exciting days and events that
help us celebrate the wonderful
school that we all are apart of. I am
sure our highlight will be our trip to
the water park.

graders will also be starting their
kI Catholic Daughter
our religion time. The themes for

the contest this
the Light of the
APeople Who Light

Soon the 5™ graders will
venture into their Research Paper
focused on a Famous American.
The students will learn how to
research, take/organize notes,
create an outline and a
bibliography, and write a well
written research paper with an
inviting introduction and a
satisfying conclusion! More
information about this paper will
be shared with you during
conferences. We will see you soon
at conferences.
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Spelling Bee

Would you have been able to
spell obsequious? This was one of
the words 8" grader Delaney Zimmer

Nyl und:

7" Grade News

Language Arts:
I read some really

spelled correctly en route to her first

place finish at ¢ttt
Bee on January 24. Delaney will
represent St. Mar y

Spelling Bee in Rochester on
February 19. Anna Rahrick, from
Mr s . B a'® gnades \fas ou
sc ho ol 6 sup,randrsf grader
Al exandra Liebl fr
class came in third.
Other participants included
5" graders Daniel Boubin, Daniel
Nolte, Nora Rubish, and Joey Smith,
6™ graders Lisette Betti and Shelby
Kern, 7" graders Lara Butler, Nicole
Carlson, Brody Hudson, and Kory
Soukup, and 8" graders Nick Liebl,
Kyle Lisowski, and Garth Sevcik.
Congratulations to all
participants i you represented your
class and St. Mary

outstanding papers comparing and
contrasting the book and the movie
Summer of My German Soldier to
end the 2" quarter. The 7" graders
were introduced to the computer
program Inspiration with this writing
project, allowing them to make a
graphic organizer in the form of a
web to organize their ideas and then
turn that web into an outline. The
ease of this program made the actual
writing of the rough draft a breeze! I
saw a |l ot of growt
abilities to use transitional words and
phrases to help with the flow of their
writing.

To start the 3™ quarter, we
did a short unit on propaganda, and
the students applied what they
learned about advertising to create
an effective ad to promote the
product they will be selling at Mardi
Gras on February 5. After that we

began our novel study on the book,
Touching Spirit Bear.

Math:

The 7" graders are about %
of the way through their unit called
Moving Straight Ahead, which
examines linear equations. The
students have been engulfed in the
world of pre-algebra as they learned
to solve one and two step equations.
They also continued work with the
graphing calculators to analyze the
equations and situations they were
presented.

8™ Grade Math News

The 8" graders are halfway
through their unit on quadratic
equations. We are learning a lot of
new terminology in this unit; the
studentso6 favorite
parabola, which describes the shape
of a graph of a quadratic equation!
They also learned how to use the
FOIL process to expand an equation,
a skill they will see again in high
school algebra.
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Mr . Smithdéds News

Students will continue their study of Sunday scripture and its link to Church teaching. The readings for February are as follows:
Date Readings Theme

2/3/08 Matt 4:1-11 What do you really crave?
2/10/08 Matt 17:1-9 Go up the mountain!
2/17/08 John 4:5-42 Grab your bucket and go!
2/24/08 John 9:1-41 Time to open your eyes?

7" graders will continue studying Catholic Social Justice teachings and applying what they learn to participating in acts of
justice and charity.

8™ graders will begin their study of prejudice and discrimination by reading the novel, Witness by Karen Hesse.

Students should remember to perform 8 hours of community service by 3/20/08. Students can earn points for praying the
Anima Christi and the Prayer to the Guardian Angel by reciting the prayer to parent volunteers on Thursdays during religion class
time until the end of third quarter.

Students will have quiet prayer time at Sacred Heart Church on 2/27/08. During this time, some of the students will meet
with their spiritual advisor, Sister Cecille, Sister Nadine, or Deacon Pat. Students meet with their spiritual advisor every other
month.

Students will also attend a studentcreat ed and | ed prayer service focusing on
pm on 2/19/08 @ Sacred Heart Church. All are welcome to this prayer experience.

Student Council and Youth Ministry Events

2/1/08 All School Dance in the SMS Gym (Free!)

2/4/08 Student Council Valentine Day Flower Sale Begins!

2/5/08 Mardi Gras Marketplace @ SMS Cafeteria 8:25 -10:30 AM (items cost $.25-$2)
2/8/08 Jr. High Dance 7-9 PM @ SMS Cafeteria ($3) Grades 6-7-8

2/13/08 DOC 7-8™" grade 6:30-8:00 PM @ SMS Gym

2/18/08 Hoops for Heart Service Project @ SMS Gym 1-5 PM Grades 6-7-8
2/20/08DOC 7-8" grade 6:30-8:00 PM @ SMS Gym

2/22/08 Lockout 6:30 PM to 7:00 AM @ SMS & Owatonna locations ($25) Grades 7-12
2/23/081Ignition 5:30-7:00 PM @ OHS ($3) Grades 7-8

Hands & Feet Service Project

All 6-7-8th graders are welcome to participate in Hoops for Heart to raise money for the American Heart Association. This event
features a 3-3 basketball tournament as well as various shooting contests. Please watch for information on the website and in
emails for more information!

Student Council Sponsors Spirit Week!

Student Council will sponsor several events and dress up days during Spirit Week, the last week of February. Events will include
a talent show, a pep fest, and Are you smarter than an 8" grader?

MARDI GRAS

2/5/08 You are invited to the SMS

8:30-10:30 AM Mardi Gras marketplace!

SMS Cafeteria All items cost between $.25-$2.00 ( ©
K-8 Grade Proceeds benefit the SMS )

Lenten Project supporting
/
i /4

Heifer International
Tickets go on sale in the classroom on '
Monday, 2/4/08 -

$.25/Ticket for food, games, and crafts!
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Physical Educatione. . sy ms. o

Kindergarten:

We have been working on locomotor movements;
skipping, hopping, jumping, sliding, running, galloping
and leaping. We are working on overhand throwing
and catching. Then we will work on a juggling unit and

jump roping unit.
1% & 2" Grades:

We just finished working with scooters. We are
working on volleyball skills. After that we will work on

basketball skills
3 & 4" Grades:

We are working on volleyball skills and then play

games. After volleyball we will work on basketball skills and

games.
5t & 6™ Grades:

They are finishing up a volleyball unit. We learned the
skills and now we are playing games. After volleyball, we

will be working on a basketball unit. We will work on skills,
learn the rules and play games.

7" & 8™ Grades:

We just finished a volleyball unit. We worked on all the

skills, learned the rules, and played games. We are
starting a basketball unit. They will work on skills, learn

Greetings from the Libraryse¢¢. 8y mrs. B

February is #dl
month. We will be celebrating
reading with school-wide and
classroom activities.

Usborne Book Fair/Wal Mart
The benefits from our November
Usborne Book Fair are ongoing. At
the suggestion of our book fair
representative, Sue Haugen, our
school applied for a matching grant
from Wal Mart. Here is a breakdown
of the benefits: We were granted
$600 from the Wal Mart Corporation,
which was matched with $300 from
Usborne. We were able to purchase
an additional $900 in books based on
purchases at the actual book fair
bringing our free book dollars to an
amazing total of $2,222. This money
is earmarked to be used in the
purchase of Usborne materials for
our library. These books are good
quality and include many high-
interest titles. A special thanks to all
who attended, purchased books or
volunteered at our book fair. You
helped make this happen!

Another Book Fair?

Yes indeed we will be having our
annual mid-winter Scholastic Book
Fair. It will be held in the SMS
cafeteria on Feb. 25" & 26™. More

L

information will be sent home in your
childbés school f ol
of many volunteers to make this

book fair a success. Please consider
saying fAYeso if yc
help with this school activity.
Middle-School Readers

AWhen the reading
and twelve-year-olds were

evaluated, researchers found the
children read two kinds of books:
series books and recommended

books (higher quality literature).

The biggest factor in their choosing
the higher-level books was the
advertising they saw or what they
heard in class. Sixty-eight percent
reported the choice came from
hearing peers or teachers talking
about it or seeinc
booko i inJim Trelesse i Bhe
Read-Aloud Handbook.

Our Junior High students are reading
and talking about what they read.
Thanks for your support in creating a
reading environment in our school!

Children’s Literary Awards:
Good Masters! Sweet
Ladies! Voices from a
Medieval Village by Laura
Amy Schlitz (Newbery Medal
Book)

the rules and play games.

Elijah of Buxton by Christopher
Paul Curtis (Newbery Honor
Book)

The Wednesday Wars by Gary
D. Schmidt (Newbery Honor
Book)

Feathers by Jacqueline
Woodson (Newbery Honor Book)
The Invention of Hugo
Cabret by Brian Selznick
(Caldecott Medal Book)

Henry’s Freedom Box by

Ellen Levine illustrated by Kadir
Nelson(Caldecott Honor Book)
First the Egg by Laura Vacarro
Seeger (Caldecott Honor Book)
The Wall by Peter Sis (Caldecott
Honor Book)

Knuffle Bunny Too: A Case of
Mistaken Identity by Mo
Willems (Caldecott Honor Book)

|

(continued on page 12)
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Auction Committee Update

21,

Night of Knights Auction Update
i Mark your calendars for April
12"

Our 22" annual auction is really

to sign-up for volunteer slots during
conferences on Feb. 19th and Feb.
Please take a moment at
conferences to review the many
options, and select a role we need
filled. Your time and talent are an
important piece to our overall success!
(Kindergarten and 1 grade parents
will receive a letter in early February
with an opportunity to sign-up for
volunteer slots since you will not be
having conferences until a later date.)
Individual and Family Donations:

items are all great! Do you have a fun
idea for an auction item that may be
more than you wish to donate?
Consider partnering with another
family (or two) to create that special
gift. You may drop off your auction
donation at the school office or to the
school on our addgido
nights in Mafrfch.ni(d
dates will be announced soon.)

Do you have your "Car and Cash”
Raffle ticket yet? We continue to sell
tickets and the excitement is building!

beginning to take shape! Preparation
and activity is occurring at a high pace
now. While much has been happening
Abehind the scenesbo
and February marks the time when we
set some of our volunteers into motion.
Business solicitation packets have been
distributed and donations are beginning
to come in! Thank you to all our
business solicitors i your efforts are truly
appreciated!

Coordination of Volunteers: The
success of the auction is largely
dependent upon the many volunteers
who help set-up in the days prior to April
12", work in various roles on the night of
the auction, and help with clean-up on
April 13™11 Coordinating the volunteers
this year is Auction Committee member,
Cathy Effertz. Although Cathy will be the
main contact for volunteer inquiries, any
auction committee member will gladly
help answer your general auction
questions. You will have the opportunity

As our business solicitors hit the
streets, we also will be sending
donation forms home with your child
this month for individual and family
contributions to the auction. No gift is
too small i we welcome donations in
all shapes and sizes i cash,
certificates, gift baskets or specific

Be sure and get your ticket for this

raffle, which will take place at 10 pm
during the Live Auction on Saturday,
April 121 You may check the auction

l i nk on t hebsigetunderMa r
Agi fts and givingo
updated auction information for

yourself or others.

Auction Committee:

Jay and Tricia Johnson bushelboyfam@msn.com

Jack and Katie Felland katiejack@deskmedia.com

Matt and Karen Thurnau mkgthurn@rconnect.com

Mark and Mary Rahrick mmrahrick@charter.net

Lori and Barry Butler loributleri@charter.net

Nic and JoAnn Matejcek jomat@rjfwindowsanddoors.com
Patrick and Kristin Haberman kristin@habermanlaw.com
Todd and Kris Wishy tkwishy@charter.net

Dave and Cathy Effertz ceffertz@gmail.com

Phil and Carol Daley carol.daley@allina.com

Bill and Kris Dublin dubsmn@charter.net

Chris and Jill Prohaski jcprohaski@charter.net

Girls Softball
We are in need of a head girlés softball <coach. T IGriose
at St . M=2300Q)oray é-mall rose@stmarys-owatonna.org
Boys Basketball Schedule Girls Basketball Schedule
Feb. 47 vs. OCS, B, here 5:15PM Feb. 4 7 vs. OCS, B, here 4:15 PM
Feb.5 at Prior Lake (590PM Mi chae Feb. 5 at Prior Lake (St. Mi:
Feb. 8 at Faribault B.A.,(B.A. Gym), B 4:30 PM Feb. 12 vs. Faribault Lutheran, B/A, here 4:30 PM

Feb. 12 at Faribault Lutheran, B/A 5:30 PM

Feb. 14 vs. Lakeville All Saints, B, here 6:15 PM

Feb. 15 at Rochester Home Schoolers, B 6:00 PM

Feb. 25-29 Tri-County Tournament games - played at higher
seeds home court.

Sat. Mar. 1 Tri-County 3™ Place & Championship game here

Feb. 14 vs. Lakeville All Saints, B, here 5:15 PM

Feb. 15 at Rochester Home Schoolers, B 5:00 PM

Feb. 25-29 Tri-County Tournament games - played at higher
seeds home court.

Sat. Mar. 1 Tri-County 3™ Place & Championship games, here


mailto:bushelboyfam@msn.com
mailto:katiejack@deskmedia.com
mailto:mkgthurn@rconnect.com
mailto:mmrahrick@charter.net
mailto:loributler1@charter.net
mailto:jomat@rjfwindowsanddoors.com
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Jr. High
Thirteen Soloists and thirty-nine Concord. Students have received
SOIO/Ensemble performers in 16 ensembles will a schedule containing the time that
participate in a Middle level Solo & they play. The bus will load in the
Ensemble Festival on Saturday, SMS parking lot at 7:20 AM.

February 2™ from 8:30 a.m. until noon
at Triton Middle School in West

. . th
Pop Fiesta All City 5™ Grade Band
Reserve Tuesday, March 4th on your
calendar. (Please note that this is a The St . "irade haddshasheen invited to participate

chanlge from the original SChOr?I - in the All City 5™ Grade Band Concert with the Owatonna High School
c aht e.tr? dc'i ar )t £:00 PI\T/If I‘Ia t J ‘t’)‘” Concert Band on Thursday, March 6 at 7:00 p.m. at the OHS
night with dinner at b: ollowed by Auditorium. Rehearsals will be on Feb. 12, 19, 26, and March 6 at

the goncert a_]t 7:00 PM. (.)h the ng 7:00 AM in the Auditorium. Parents will need to drop their band
music you will hear. It will be a night for members off at the high school
some good music and a great supper. provided. :

Come join us! The Music Boosters
sponsor this event.

Growing Your Musician i Attention Parents

Does your student instrumentalist need motivation to practice?

Do you feel like you don't know how to help your son/daughter team to play their
instrument?

Are you a parent of a 4th grader who is thinking about starting an instrument this summer?
AGr owi ng cian: A Practital Suide for Band and Orchestra Parents' by Tony Bancroft can help. This book is written
for parents that are not trained musicians. It offers suggestions and tips on practice motivation, how to practice, and how to

talk to your child about music. It even contains a section on how to pick out an instrument!

If you are interested in reading this book, contact Mrs. Kuklok to check out the school copy. If you would like to order the
book, it is available at www.rowmaneducation.com or call 1-800-462-6420 or contact Mrs. Kuklok. The cost is $19.95 plus

shipping.

Nur s e 0 se¢s Mh@etognS

Absentee numbers have been down for the month. This requirement will be reinstated at a later date as
We have seen a variety of different illnesses ranging from vaccine becomes available. Please get this second shot if
viral fevers to stomachaches and vomiting along with a your provider has a supply when you take your student
few cases of strep. Keep washing those hands!! for kindergarten or 7" grade immunizations.

I was recently notified by the MN Department of I will continue to make the rounds of classrooms with
Health that they have suspended the September 2008 Glo-Ger ms . As your children
second dose requirement of varicella (chickenpox) for with glow in the dark hands!!

kindergarten and 7" grade due to a vaccine shortage.
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School Board Members
Sacred Heart

February Liturgies

x Feb. 5 - 8:45 AM Grade 6 Reconciliation mrs.RCiT)a Iéer_nf | j}ggg;i
x  Feb. 67 10:00 AM All School Mass - Ash M:'S é’hegl g")ifver 4235449
Wednesday ) . ]

x Feb. 1371 8:10 AM Elementary Mass Mrs. Holly Liebl 455-9013

x Feb. 137 9:10 AM Jr. High Mass

x  Feb. 201 10:00 AM All School Mass oL.joseph 451-2890
x Feb. 267 8:30 AM Grade 5 Reconciliation Mr:':, Dawn Rittegr 451-8199
x Feb. 261 10:00 AM Grade 7 Reconciliation Mr .Brian Bunkers 455-3186
x Feb. 277 8:05 AM Spirit Group MI". Jon Hanson 455-1689

All masses are at Sacred Heart Church. Parents and guests
are always welcome.

CDA Education Contest Entries Due February 15"

2008 Themes are: Jesus the Light of the World

People Who Light Up My World

Students in grades four through eight are participating in art, computer art, poster, poetry, and essay
writing in this ye Al enhtriesateiduesby Friday, Februaryls,:2008. Individual
classroom teachers may have earlier due dates for the projects.

The Owatonna Catholic Daughter organization will be judging the entries and the local winners will be sent
on to state competition. First place winners from Minnesota then go on to national competition. This is a great
opportunity to gain recognition at an early age for the special art and writing talents God has given our children. It
also provides a time to stop and think, meditate, and reflect on Jesus as the Light of the World and on people who
light up our lives.

Mrs. Wacek (CDA Education Chairwoman)

Administrator’s Corner (continued from page 1)

Conferences for grade 2-8 & 8 who attended the Pro Life ever going to be a great nation it
students will be held in February. Rally on a very cold January 22, needs to find a way to resolve this
By this ti_me you s_hould have_ 2008. thWe were commemorating horrendous loss of life. 1 hope you
received information concerning the 35 anniversary of the very will join with me in communicating
conferences. Please return your destructive Supreme Court this great injustice to all our
request forms as soon as possible to Decision Roe vs. Wade. In those legislators at both state and federal
the office. 35 years approximately 50 million level to get this changed.

In conclusion 1 would like to unborn children have lost their
thank the 20 students from grades 7 lives through this horrible act of

abortion. If the United States is

A Note to Parentsée.

Registration opens at St*® Infbematiomsas reaided toall presemt famiked thisipast weekl
Please register as soon as possible to assure yourself a spot for the 2008-2009 school year. Registration will open up

to the parishes at | arge on February 15 and the Owatont
lose their place because they failed to register. A big thank you to the parishes that continue to support Catholic
education as a mission of stewardship for their parishes.

PLEASE NOTE Any parent having a specific placement concern for a student for next year should call the gcl
office. Forms are available for-& placement for 20089 andMUST be returned to the office BAY 1.
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Great News from QSP!
St. Mary’s School Can Still Earn 40% Profit!
Order On-Line Anytime!

X

Forgot to Order a Magazine?
Is Your Favorite Subscription Expiring?
Need the Perfect Gift for Someone You Know?

X X

You can stil]l order Magazines, CD ROMS and Books
School will still earn 40% profit! That's right! Order on-line anytime, and our school will continue to
benefit from your support in the QSP Magazine Sale Fundraising Program!

It could not be any easier than this:

u Go to: www.qgsp.com

0 Click ARegister Now" and ent425006429r school ' s

i You will now be linked directly to the on-line site where anything and everything you
purchase will earn St. Maryods School 40% pro

U Same Great Selections . . . Same Great Service!

Don't let publishers pressure you into renewing directly through them! All of those 30-
week, 48-week or 6-month subscriptions you may have ordered, may now be renewed
through this great website and you will be helping our School- PLEASE spread the
word!

DON'T FORGET:
For any questions about on-line purchases, please call QSP Toll-Free at 1-800-678-2673 [Monday - Friday, 7:00 AM -
6:00 PM CST]. QSP Customer Service Representatives are always happy to assist you!

P & Q ’
] eaders
)?\’ B RDigest


http://www.qsp.com/
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Facility Updatei Br i an Bunkers, Chair, St. M

The St. Maryds School Building Committee has been | ook
eight years. Many options have been considered and ruled out for a variety of reasons, from costs to fundraising plans
having to be put on hold. The building committee brought forth a recommendation to the school board on December 19
that St. Maryds sionhobGwhtonpauHigle Schoal and melocptes ithe school to that site. The building
committee presented a very thorough and detailed plan of what such a move would entail. I can tell you that our school
board appreciated the hard work and hours of planning that went into exploring the feasibility of this option. The school
board also reviewed copies of the feasibility study that was recently completed by an outside consultant and heard input
from St. Maryds teachers and administrator on the topic.

After much discussion, the school board made the difficu
recommendation to move forward with this option, recognizing that there is strong sentiment to remain at the current site.
The total cost of the OHS option, including the purchase price and remodeling, is $4.5 million. The cost to implement the
plan for our current site is $15 million. As a group, We
the needs of our students and our faculty well into the foreseeable future. A major concern of the board is the potential
increased operating costs of such a move. Additional information has been gathered recently and shows that we can make
this option work financially. Although the final price of the property has yet to be determined, a range has been
established and the school board is working under the assumption that the price will fall in this range, in which case St.
Maryob6s would be able to afford this option.

The School BoardatSt. Mar y6s i s committed to promoting the best in
endorse the OHS option that collaborating with the School District and moving our program to a new site was indeed in
the long term best interest of the school. One of the goals for the school board this year is to develop a comprehensive
marketing, admissions and communications plan to promote the school. This needs to happen regardless of what site we
are on, but I do think it will help to close the economic gap that a move away from the current site will create. A
recommendation coming out of the feasibility study is that the school needs dynamic leadership in terms of fundraising
and promotion of the school and we are committed to ensuring this happens.

We also understand that the parishes are concerned about continuing to increase their subsidy support. We have tried
in the past two years to keep these increases at the same pace as the inflation rate, around 3%. We conducted an
analysis of local catholics chool tuition rates and St. Maryds is on the
tuition to lessen the impact of the parish subsidy amount if needed. The role of the school board is to advise the pastors
of the two local parishesonissuesof concern to St. Maryds school . We ha
based on what is best for the future needs of our school, taking into account factors such as limited resources and ever
growing building costs. In a perfect world, Ithin k we woul d al |l prefer that we reb!
and acquire all the adjacent properties to meet our green space and parking needs. However, the reality is that that
option is not financially feasible at this time and we thinkt he OHS option is the best cho
currently proposed bond referendum does not pass this spring, we would recommend restudying the issue before
committing St. Maryébés to future referendum campaigns.

Student Council Valentineds Day FI g
Student Council will be selling carnations from 2/4-2/8. Flowers will cost $1 each and will be delivered to students and

staff on 2/14. Please complete this order form, include cash or check (St .  Ma&hogl)Gard place in an envelope

| a b e Stad@ént€Council. o

To: From: Message: Homeroom

All profits will be given to the Andrew Lawrence Memorial Scholarship Fund.
Thank you and Happy Valentine’s Day!
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SMS Lenten Service Project Project where the mission is to end hunger and poverty by

working with communities all over the world who are in
need. Heifer provides families with training and a livestock
Every year the staff and gift. The family then has hope for a sustainable future and
select a Lenten Service Project for the school. Although they in turn become donors by passing on the gift of the

raising funds is an outcome of the Lenten Projects, ani malsdéd offspring to anothe
raising awareness of the needs of others is just as St . M& end 8"sgraders will kick off the Lenten
important. The outpouring of generosity and the spirit of  Project by holding a Mardi Gras Marketplace on Fat

faith these projects bring out in the students is Tuesday! More details concerning the all school project will
remarkable. be sent home with your child in the near future.

This year 6s L ebanefic The Heiferj e c

2" Annual Valentine Dinner Theatert o Benefit fCaring Han

Epiphany Studio Productions presents the inspiring one-man drama ALESSANDRO, based on the true story
of the tragic martyrdom of the young modern day saint, Maria Goretti, and the miraculous conversion of her
murderer, Alessandro, as told from his own perspective. This play will be presented by international performer
Jeremy Stanbary atthe2nd Annual Val entine Dinner Theater, a benef
February 10th at Sacred Heart Church in Owatonna. The play starts at 6:00pm with a four course dinner beginning
at 4:00pm. Tickets are $35.00 for the dinner and play or $15/adult & $10/student for the play only.

Come see this gifted actor and playwright bring to life a powerful and inspiring true story. Great for adolescent
audiences and older, may be too intense for youth under 12 yrs old.

Library news (continued from page 6)

Tech Corner i Search Engines

Students expect their Google search to deliver accurate, analyzed answers based on a few keywords. The
responsibilit y, of course, is on the search engine and so
search engines provide some great strategies to enhance the search process. Here are two search strategies
you might want to try:

Strategy #1: Using a clustering instrument.

Clusty http://clusty.com is a metasearch engine that presents results in clusters, a group of similar topics that
are related to the original question. Users receive a quick overview of the main themes in the results.
Students benefit also by looking at the clusters, sources, and the sites.

Strategy #2: Use a graphic or visual search engine
Most search engines just list the results. These three search engines offer a visual perspective.

Kartoo http://kartoo.com is a metasearch engine that displays the results in a colorful, graphic format. By
running your cursor over the individual graphic, a small thumbnail of the page with brief description appears in
the left column.

Pagebull http://pagebull.com returns thumbnails of the websites that match your search, helping you find a
certain page easier. Every screenshot highlights the keywords entered by the users.

Quintura for Kids http://quintura.com searches the Yahoo! Kids index, which pretty much ensures that the
search results are suitable for children. The ope
terms already hovering over the search box along with thematic searches ready and waiting. The interactivity
of the search terms is stimulating and very helpful to kids when trying to narrow their searches.

-Information Searcher Newsletter, Pam Berger pberger@infosearcher.com



http://clusty.com/
http://kartoo.com/
http://pagebull.com/
http://quintura.com/
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Order your 2007-2008 yearbook

Orders are currently being taken for the 2007-2008 St. Mary's yearbook. The yearbook will be filled with
treasured class pictures, group photos and collage pages. What a great way to remember the school year.
Each yearbook is $8.50 and order forms were recently sent home with your child. If you have lost your order
form, you may place your order in an envelope marked yearbook. On the envelope write your child's name,
grade, and teacher's name. If you are paying by check, please make it payable to St. Mary's School.

VOLUNTEER COORDdmNbmbk®© R é .

I want to say thanks to all of you who have been so generous with your time and talents. Especially I
want to say thanks for your most recent help with Catholic Schools Week and the Science Fair, Blood Mobile,
Kindergarten Calling, as always Scrip at Sacred Heart and St. Joseph and the lunchroom volunteers. All of
your energy and enthusiasm for St. Maryb6s student s
exceptional. Thanks again and God Bless all of you!

Thank Youéééeeéceée.

We wish to thank the St. Maryés family for your overw
appreciate all of your prayers, cards, phone calls, gifts, donations and offers to help as they have given us the
strength needed to overcome our challenges. Thank you for being there for us; we are blessed to have you in our
lives.

Love,
Chris, Ann, Corey and Ryan Gander

Parents, Grandparents, Neig hbor s é

Save Aluminum Cans All Year
By Terri Grose
Owatonna Metal Recycling
1210 Industrial Road

Owatonna, MN 55060 St . Maryods is coll
(Across from the Waste Treatment Plant) Cartridges for recycling:
451-1470 Lexmark Xerox Sharp
Owatonna Metal Recycling will collect aluminum HP Dell Apple
cans for St. Marydés Spor Canon Brother
have to do is turn your cans in there and they will Please drop them off at school
give you a slip. Take that slip to the office at the Attn: Mrs. Wacek
recycling center and they will keep track of the
moneyowed to St. Maryébés Sc
each month the wi || sen ’
the cans collected. All the mone)yl/ will go towards St. Mary s School
St. Maryds sports. 730 S. Cedar Avenue
This is a great way of getting rid of all those Owatonna, MN 55060

cans and not having to wait until our next pick-up
date, which is in April. Any questions call Terri

Grose at St. Maryds Scho 507-446-2300
Metal Recycling. Thanks for your support. 507-446-2304 (fax)
www.stmarys-owatonna.org



