
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Mary’s School Newsletter 
Catholic Schools - “Character, Compassion, Values” 

December 2007 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

¶ Dec. 4 ï K-5 Christmas Concert 

¶ Dec. 11 ï 6-8 Christmas 

Concert 

¶ Dec. 21- No School - SMS 

¶ Dec. 22 ï Jan. 1 ï Christmas 

vacation 

 

     The new church year begins 

with the season of Advent.  I hope 
and pray that all of your families 

will have a wonderful and a blessed 
Advent Season, the season when 

we give thanks for what we have 

and our willingness to share with 
those who are less fortunate.  Just 

keep in mind that Jesus is the real 
reason for the season of Advent 

and we need to try to emulate what 
his expectations are for us, to be 

gracious for the gifts we have 

received, to accept the many 
blessings he gives us each day, and 

to help those who are in n eed of 
our prayers and assistance.  At St. 

Maryôs we will have a school-wide 

Advent project which will be to 
support those victims of the fires in 

California.  Much loss of life and 
property occurred and we hope that 

you will feel comfortable in 
donating to this project.  I also was 

able to deliver three containers of 

coats and other winter items to 
Clothesline that you so generously 

donated in early November.  I 
thank you for this generous gift.  

St. Maryôs School will also be a 

collection site for Toys for Tots 
Program.  If you are able, please 

have an unwrapped toy or other 
item placed in the container in the 

entrance by December 14.  

     I thank the many elementary 
parents who took part in 

conferences in November.  We had 
a very high percentage and we 

thank parents for taking this time to 
attend conferences.  We also thank 

the parents for purchasing books at 

that time.  The total collection to 
date has been almost $2500 in 

books, which will generate 
approximately $1300 in books for 

our school library.  I  thank Sharleen 

Berg, school librarian, and all of the 
assistants who helped out with this 

project.  
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     Christmas concerts will be held 

on Dec. 4 for grades K-5 and Dec. 
11 for Gr. 6-8.  We look forward to 

seeing the many people who will 
attend our concerts and enjoy the 

wonderful Christmas music 

performed by our student 
population.   

    Starting also in early December 
students in grades 3, 4, and 5 will 

be joining me in learning the 
wonderful game of cribbage for 

approximately 45 minutes each 

week on Thursdays.  We have set 
aside seven weeks of learning this 

game to assist with basic math 
skills and also having a lot of fun.  

I look forward to this opportunity 

to interact with the students and to 
help them enjoy this card game.  It 

brings lots of students in contact 
with other students as well as 

parents as well as grandparents.  
Itôs a good opportunity for the 60 

some students who will be 

participating in this fun activity.  
     A reminder that there will be an 

informational meeting in January 
for those who are looking to 

register for the St. Maryôs 

kindergarten program and also 
registration for the 2008 -2009 

school year will begin on February 
1.  Please take this time to inform 

friends and neighbors who you feel 

would like to take advantage of the 
opportunities available at St. 

Maryôs School. 
     In conclusion I would like to 

thank our 7 and 8 th grade students 
who have worked many hours 

during this first quarter on service 

projects.  They have given their 
time gladly to assist other people 

and itôs very heartwarming and 
wonderful to see the results of our 

     St. Maryôs School is 
pleased to announce the 

addition of Wal-Mart to our 

list of participating retailers 
effective immediately.  Wal-
Mart gift cards are available 
in $25 and $100. 

Scrip Update! 

Administratorôs CorneréééBy Jerry Kent 

_____________________ 

Administrator’s Corner 
(Continued on page 10) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Page 2      Grade Level News 

     We begin the month of 

December with Advent preparations. 
This season of waiting for Jesusô 

birth is very exciting for us. We w ill 
participate in several Advent 

activities to help the children 

understand the true meaning of 
Christmas. 

     Our kindergarten students will 
participate in a Christmas around the 

world unit. We will learn Christmas 
customs of various countries 

throughout the world. This will offer 

an excellent opportunity to integrate 

Social Studies, Language Arts, and 
Religion. Of course we will find time 

to cook some special snacks from 
foreign lands. 

     A highlight of our Christmas 

preparations is the dramatic 
presentations each class will perform 

for the parents. Your childôs teacher 
will provide performance times.  

Be sure to check your childôs 
backpack often- there is a lot 

happening in kindergarten!  

 

Kindergarten News éééé  By Mrs. Lambaere, Mrs. Borgerding, & Mrs. Wolfe 

 

 

     Saints, rain forest, and 

Thanksgiving were the themes we 
concentrated on during the month 

of November.   
     Our feasts were a great way to 

celebrate all that we have been 

given.  The children enjoyed 
blending all the snacks together 

and feasting and socializing. 
     Thank you for attending 

conferences.  Itôs good to share 

with you the progress your child is 

making and you got to see th e rain 
forest display in and out of the room.  

Our study has been a huge success 
and the children have learned a 

great deal about the land and the 

animals.  We also saved some rain 
forest land through your purchase of 

t-shirts.  Thank you for your help!  
     We have begun our Christmas 

preparation, as there are many 

First Grade NewséééBy Mrs. Connor, Mrs. Peterson,  & Mrs. Haarstad 

things to be done.  We completed 

our class ABC Book of Christmas and 
have begun our individual books.  

This is a long process but well worth 
the time and effort.  You will 

treasure the book when it is 

completed. 
       As we begin the Advent season, 

we will do something daily to 
prepare our hearts for the birth of 

Jesus. 

 

Second Grade NewséééBy Mrs. Bastyr & Mrs. Pipitone 

Wow, the month of November just 

flew by! It was so nice seeing all of 
you at conferences. Thank you for 

visiting with us and for all of the 
extra support you have given us 

throughout the year.  

     What a great time we had with 
our Frog and Toad literature groups. 

Each group was assigned a book to 
read along with a little activity after 

each chapter. Plastic frogs were 
given to each group to loo k at the 

insides. They could take it apart and 

put it back together again. Corey 

Gander brought in 9 toads for us to 
watch. Unfortunately one died. The 

Wild Christmas Reindeer, Annie and 
the Wild Animals, and The Mitten all 

written by Jan Brett will be our  focus 

in reading in December. Continue to 
read and record your sheets for the 

Do It program.  
     In math we finished up with unit 

two, which consisted of addition and 
subtraction facts and unit 3, which 

was about place value, time, and 

coins. Continue to work on the 

flashcards it will help in our one -
minute tests we are doing each day.  

     We have been enjoying the 
Smartboard in 2nd grade. It has been 

used for math in place value, the 100 

chart and making number models. In 
reading for compound words and 

correcting sentences.  
     Enjoy the extra time that the 

holidays bring! Wishing you a 
blessed holiday season. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Grade Level News     Page 3 

Third Grade NewséééBy Mrs. Chatelaine & Mrs. Johnson 

     Advent greetings to all of the t hird 

grade families!   
     In Religion, we will prepare our 

hearts and minds for birth of Jesus 
by choosing and completing a daily 

task from our class Advent calendars.  

In addition, we will learn about the 
Advent and Christmas seasons 

through our religio n books as well as 
great childrenôs literature. 

     As we read the stories Family 
Pictures and When Jo Louis Won the 

Title, the children will continue 

 
exploring authorôs viewpoint and 

details.  Ask your child to tell you 
about the characters, main events, 

and setting(s) of the Just Right book 
he/she is reading. 

     In Math, the first week of 

December brings the concept of 
measurement.  Thank you for your 

continued support at home in 
practicing math facts.   

     We are studying Native 
Americans in Social Studies.  We will 

primarily focus on two different 

groups of native people, their 

customs, and their use of the 
resources in their environment.   

     Thank you for meeting with us in 
conferences!  We enjoyed 

connecting with you on your childôs 

progress.   
     May this time of Advent be a 

special opportunity to connect with 
your family as we await the 

celebration of the birth of our Lord 
Jesus. 

 
 
 

 

Fourth Grade Newsééééé..By Mrs. Gerdts & Mrs. Wobschall 

     The fourth graders have been 

eagerly studying the rain forest.  
Through t-shirt orders they were 

able to save some acres of rain 
forest.  Through our reading theme, 

ñEarth Patrol: Preserve and Protect,ò 

the students have learned about our 
environment and how we need to be 

good stewards of Godôs creation. 
     In religion we will be doing my 

activities and projects to help 
prepare ourselves for our Lordôs 

birthday.  One of the activities will be 

weekly advent wreath prayer service 
with the fifth grade classes.  

     We are wrapping up our unit on 

decimals and will soon begin our 

multiplication and larger numbers 
unit.  Please continue to help your 

child practice the multiplication facts.  
Students can practice with their 

flashcards, www.thatquiz.com, or 

multiplication card game.  If you are 
in further need of ideas, plea se feel 

free to visit with your childôs 
classroom teacher. 

     We continue to learn how to keep 
our bodies healthy.  We wrapped up 

the nutrition unit and have begun 

the study of the digestive system.  
We will be completing our health unit 

before Christmas break, and then 

weôll begin our science units. 

     In social studies the students are 
participating in the preliminary 

Geography Bee questions.  The 
winners from each class represent 

our class in the school-wide 

Geography Bee. In addition to the 
geography bee questions, we are 

beginning our study of the NE 
region. 

     It was wonderful to visit with all 
of you at conferences.  We 

appreciate the support you give your 

children and us.  Thank you for 
sharing your children with us.  May 

you have a wonderful advent season 
and a blessed Christmas. 
 

Fifth Grade Newsééééé By Mrs. Kasper & Mrs. Lattery 

Happy Holidays to You! 

     We will begin our celebration of 
Advent by exchanging Cathedrals 

that we have made into Advent 
Calendars. These calendars will be 

kept at school. Each day the children 

look at their ñgood deed" for the day. 
Doing all of these tiny service 

projects will help to prepare their 
hearts for the coming of our Savior.  

     We have tested the second unit 
of Language Arts, so we will take a 

week to study "The Animals of the 

Denali.ò The text we will be using in 
this unit is put out by National 

Geographies. This unit will 
encompass language arts skills, as 

well as research options. The 

computer lab and creative writing 
will also be part of this  fun filled 

week! 
     Thank you to all who contributed 

to Emily Boubinôs project. She is 
creating activity baskets for children 

who are in the hospital for an 

extended stay. We had lots of 
contributions to send home with 

Daniel thanks to you. 
     Take time to enjoy the season 

and celebrate all the gifts God has 

given us. 
Happy Holidays! 

 
 

http://www.thatquiz.com/
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Sixth Grade Newsééééé.By Mrs. Barnes & Mrs. Vieths 

     6th graders are working on a 

number of projects during the 
beginning of December.  We will begin 

another round of literature circles with 
new novels!  The students are excited 

to choose their favorite book from our 

selection. 
Students are working on a 

Social Studies Power Point Presentation 
during computer lab time.  These 

projects allow students to research 
different aspects of a country in 

Europe and Russia.  They will give 

these presentations to their classmates 
in the beginning of December. 

Also in Social Studies, 
Minnesota is the new topic of study.  

We are so excited about the new 

Northern Lights textbooks purchased 

for the 6 th grade.  This series is the 

current book being used to follow 
Minnesota Social Studies standards.  

We are all looking forward to using 
these wonderful new resources!  

There are many Christmas 

activities this month.  We will be 
collecting donations as a 6th grade to 

buy some gifts for the Toys for Tots 
campaign.  Donations will be accepted 

until Tuesday, December 6th.  We are 
all very blessed and we would like to 

give to those who need our help.   

We will be spending time at 
Adoration during this Christmas 

season.  This is a wonderful 
opportunity to be still and talk with 

Jesus.  Time to reflect on our many 

blessings helps us to connect to the 

 Mrs. Nylundôs News 

     Having been back to school for a 

few weeks now after bringing home 
our newborn baby boy, Ean, I feel so 

fortunate that I am able to come to a 
job that I love every day! I have to 

thank Mrs. Mracek for being my 

substitute teacher while I was gone. 
The transition was very easy because 

of all of her hard work with your 
children during the first quarter!  

 
7th Grade Language Arts 

     At the start of the 2 nd quarter, 

the 7th graders began reading the 
novel, Summer of My German 
Soldier, by Bette Green. This book is 
a historical novel that takes place 

during WWII and addresses the 

issues of love, prejudice, and self-
worth. The students are really 

enjoying it so far and are excited to 
watch the movie when we are done 

reading. To culminate the unit, 

students will write a paper 
comparing and contrasting the book 

and the movie.  
 

8th Grade Math 

     Do you know how Pythagoras 
died? This is one fact the 8th graders 

learned as we looked briefly at the 
history of the man who developed 

the Pythagorean Theorem. We are 
now working on all that is involved 

with this theorem in our new uni t, 

Looking For Pythagoras, and the 
large role it plays in mathematics. If 

the students had a dime for every 
time I have said, ñA squared + b 

squared = c squared,ò this quarter, 

we would all have a lot of money to 
donate to those in need this holiday 

season!!  
 

7th Grade Math 

     Have you seen a lot of graph 
paper around your house the past 

few weeks? The 7th graders worked 
very hard at the start of their new 

unit, Variables and Patterns, on 

making graphs from tables and vice 
versa and learning how to analyze 

them. I am now simplifying their 
lives by teaching them how to make 

tables and graphs on a graphing 
calculator. It is so fun to see their 

excitement after they type in an 

equation and watch the table and 
graphs appear in seconds on their 

calculator! They are amazed by how 
much time it saves them that they 

do not have to do all that work by 

hand anymore! 
 
Enjoy the holiday season – treasure 

the moments with 
your family and friends! 

 

ñReason for the Season.ò  

The Jr. High Christmas 
concert will be on Tuesday, 

December 11th.  Listening to your 
talented children perform is a 

highlight of the Christmas season.   

We will meet with our 2 nd 
Grade Buddies for a Christmas 

activity on Friday, December 7th, 
and our class Christmas party and 

gift exchange will be on Thursday, 
December 20th.   

We look forward to a 

happy and busy month of 
December!   

 
Blessings to you and your family 

this Holiday Season! 
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From Mrs. Slotsveôs Classroom 
8th Language Arts 

     We are reading the novel The 
True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle 

written by Avi.  This is a great 
coming-of-age story about a young 

girl during the 1832 who finds 

herself the only passenger aboard a 
ship called the Seahawk.  Charlotte 

finds herself caught between the 
madness of a ruthless captain and 

the rage of a mutinous crew.  How 
will it all end?  This book is an ALA 

Best Book for Young Adults and a 

School Library Journal Best Book of 
1990.  Booklist states this book is 
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ñrivetingénonstop action on the high 

seaséa story hard to forget.ò 
 

Social Studies 
     The 7th graders will begin 

studying the river valley civilizations 

of Ancient India and China.  We will 
be looking for connections between 

the two as w ell as among Ancient 
Egypt and Mesopotamia.  

Civilizations all rise, prosper, and fall.  
How are these four similar and 

different? 

     The eighth graders will be 
learning about the Byzantine Empire 

and the beginnings of Islam.  By 

learning about other cul tures, we 
solidify our own faith and learn to 

accept that others have their own 
beliefs. 

 

Geography Bee 
     The 2007 school competition 

for the National Geographic Bee 
will be held in the school cafeteria 

on Thursday, December 13 at 
12:45 pm.  The classroom winners 

from graders 4ï8 will be 

competing.  You are all welcome to 
attend and cheer on the 

competitors. 
 

 

December Youth Ministry & Student Council Events  

12/1 NET Lifeline Mass (7-8th) 
12/7 Casino Night ï SMS cafeteria 

12/8 3rd Lair Skate Park Trip (4:30-10:30) 6-7-8th grades 
12/12 DOC 6:30-8:00 @ SMS Gym (7-8th) 

12/19 Jesus Birthday Party for 1st-6th (7th & 8th work) 

 
     Through money raised at a dance and a dodgeball tournament, Student Council has raised over $250 for the Steele 

County Humane Society and Steele County Transitional Housing.  Way to go 6-7-8th graders!  Our December fundraiser is 
éékm, 

     Our newly elected Student Council officers for 2007-2008 are Alyssa Rudolph, president; Tess Starman, vice president; 
and Monica Hanson, secretary. 

     Knights of the Round Table for the First Quarter have been selected by their classmates.  Students are recognized for 

living the Be-attitudes.  The seventh graders selected Brody Hudson, Sarah Mulert, and Miles Mulet.  Eighth graders being 
honored are Tana Cunningham, Jacob Forster, and Natalie Koan.  Congratulations to all nominees for being Christ-like, 

responsible, respectful, friendly, ready to learn, and a worker.  

 
7th & 8th grade Religion Class 

     Students should be working toward 8 service hours for the second quarter, which ends on 1/17/08.  Last quarter, the 

7th & 8th graders reported 1,003 hours of service, that is over 13 hours per student!  
     Students should also be praying and learning ñO My God, Teach Meò and the ñBeatitudes.ò  These prayers should be 

recited by the end of the quarter to a parent volunteer by 1/17/08.   
     Students will attend Eucharistic Adoration on 12/5/07.  During this time, some of the students will meet with their 

spiritual advisor, Sister Cecille, Sister Nadine, or Deacon Pat.  Students meet with their spiritual advisor every other month. 
     Students will also attend a student created and led prayer service focusing on ñhope.ò  This prayer service will be at 

1:40 pm on 12/18/ 07 @ Sacred Heart Church.  All are welcome to this prayer experience. 

     7th graders will continue to create a stop -action film based upon the life of a saint.  Students will also begin studying 
the principles of Catholic Social Justice teaching.  8th graders will work in groups to create a music video that combines 

contemporary music with a message from scripture.  Students will also begin writing their own Ready to Go Scripture 
Skits. 
 

Sunday Gospel Focus 
12/2  Mt 24:37-44  Jesus will come again. 

12/9  Mt 3:1-12  We need to repent. 
12/16  Mt 11:2-11  Wait for Jesus with patience & hope. 

12/23  Mt 1:18-24  What is our focus on Christmas? 

 

Mr. Smithôs News 
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Seasonal Books 
Our library has a wonderful collection 

of books for this Advent and 
Christmas season, and the students 

are busy checking out their favorites 
ï and trying a few new titles.  Sit 

down with your child and their 

Christmas picture books and you 
might be in for a treat!  

 
Birthday Book Club 

The Birthday Book Club was a 

success with over 40 new books 
donated.  Thanks to those who were 

able to contribute.  An invitation will 
arrive in the mail mid -December for 

your child to come up to the library 
and be the 1st to check out the book. 

We all benefit from your 

membership! 
 

State Book Award 
Students in grades 3-8 have been 

busy reading books from the list of 

Maud Hart Lovelace nominees.  It 

certainly is not too late to start.  
Students must read just three books 

by mid-March to qualify as a voter 
for this award chosen by students 

across Minnesota.   

 
Kidsreads 

Check out this great website for book 
reviews and lists of books that might 

interest your reader:  
www.kidsreads.com.   

 

May you be full of anticipat ion and 
joy this Advent season. 

 

 

Usborne Book Fair 

Wow! What a successful book fair 
event!  Based on sales our school is 

able to purchase over $1,300 in new 
books for our library.  These are 

quality books and will be circulated 

often.  Your purchases gave twice!  
Those of you who special ordered 

will receive a call when the books 
arrive. Thanks to all who volunteered 

your time ï parents and students 
alike.  We could not have done this 

without you!   

 
Welcome Kindergarten 

With the start of quarter two we 
welcome Kindergarten to the library.  

They are so excited to be in their 

library and have the privilege of 
checking out a book of their choice!  

We start our library time with a story 
and end with free time to choose a 

book of interest.  Helping your child 
remember to bring their book back 

on library day makes a BIG 

difference when it comes to check-

Greetings from the Libraryééé.By Mrs. Berg 

       

Physical Educationé..By Ms. Grose 

Kindergarten: We will be working on locomotor 

movements; skipping, galloping, sliding, running, 
leaping, hopping and jumping.  We will learn warm -up 

activities.  We then will be working on the proper way 
to overhand throw and catch.  

 

1st Grade:  We are working on a juggling unit.  We 
have been juggling tennis balls, bean bags, rings, and 

scarves, thus working on our eye-hand coordination 
and manipulation.  We will then work on jumping rop e, 

both short and long ropes.  
 

2-4th Grade:  We have been working on a juggling unit.  

We will work on a rope jumping unit and then we will work 
on volleyball skills; serving and passing, then playing 

volleyball games. 
 

Grade 5:  We just finished the Presidentôs Physical Fitness 

test.  We will be working on a volleyball unit.  We will work 
on the skills, learn the rules and play games. 

 
Grade 6-8:  We are working on a volleyball unit.  We will 

work on the skills, learn the rules, and play games.  After 
volleyball our next unit will be basketball.  

 

Science FairééééBy Mr. Simon 

 

     Almost all of the students have 

decided on a science fair topic and 
most turned in a paper showing 

what their experiment will be and 
the materials they will need. The 

next step will be to actually begin 

the project. Some experiments can 
be done in short periods of time, 

but others require significant 
amounts. Be sure to plan 

accordingly. 

     According to the schedules a 
rough draft is due on December 

17, but this is more of a reminder 
than a concrete date. Many 

students won't have the ir project 

done until Christmas vacation so 
this date really isn't meaningful. 

The only real deadline is January 
4, when the final paper is due.  
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Auction Committee Update 

Auction Committee 

 
Jay and Tricia Johnson bushelboyfam@msn.com    

Jack and Katie Felland  katiejack@deskmedia.com   
Matt and Karen Thurnau  mkgthurn@rconnect.com 

Mark and Mary Rahrick  mmrahrick@charter.net 

Lori and Barry Butler  loributler1@charter.net 
Nic and JoAnn Matejcek  jomat@smig.net 

Patrick and Kristin Haberman  Kristin@rconnect.com 
Todd and Kris Wishy  tkwishy@charter.net  

Dave and Cathy Effertz  ceffertz@gmail.com 
Phil and Carol Daley  carol.daley@allina.com 

Bill and Kris Dublin dubsmn@charter.net  

 

 

 
     Have you reserved Saturday, 

April 12th, 2008, on your calendar 
yet for this yearôs auction?  It is sure 

to be a great event as we celebrate 
our 22nd year of the Night of Knights 

Auction, and our 2nd year with a 

ñfiestaò theme!!  
     Soon we will be having a ñkick-

offò for our first ever Car and Cash 
Raffle!!  We will be selling a limited 

number of $50 raffle tickets.  The 
first winner will receive a 2 -year 

lease on a new Ford Edge (tax and 

license fees paid), the second winner 
will receive $1000, and the third 

winner will receive $500.  We plan to 
sell these tickets at the Christmas 

Concerts on Dec. 4th and 11th.  We 

will also be looking for a little help 
selling these tickets.  If you think you 

could sell 5-10 or 15 tickets to co -
workers, neighbors or family 

members please let us know!  We 

are very excited about this addition 

to our auction!  The winner will be 
drawn during the live auction on 

April 12th.  
     We welcome Dave and Cathy 

Effertz, Phil and Carol Daley, and Bill 

and Kris Dublin to our committee this 
year!! We thank them for joining us 

and bringing their ideas and talents 
to our meetings.  We greatly 

appreciate their commitment and 
participation!  

     If you have any questions or 

ideas for our auction committee, 
please contact any committee 

member.   

     Remember that December and 
early January is a super time to 

purchase your auction donation 
items as virtually every retailer has 

their merchandise on sale!!  A little 

planning now can really benefit the 
auction and St. Maryôs School.  

Thank you in advance for your help 
in making this special event a 

successful fundraiser for our school. 
     May you all enjoy a wonderful 

Christmas season with your families. 

 

Boys Basketball Schedule 
 
Dec. 3 vs. Lakeville All Saints, B, here  6:15 PM 

Dec. 7 vs. Montgomery, B/A, here  4:30 PM 

December 10 at Webster (Holy Cross), B/A 4:30 PM 
December 17 vs. Northfield (St. Dominicôs) 6th/A, here 4:30 & 6:30 PM  

December 18 at New Prague (St. Wenceslaus) B/A 4:45 PM 

 

Girls Basketball Schedule 
 
Dec. 3 vs. Lakeville All Saints, B, here 5:15 PM 
Dec. 10 vs. Webster (Holy Cross), B/A, here 4:45 PM 

Dec. 15 at Faribault B.A., A tourney  TBA 
Dec. 17 vs. Northfield (St. Dominics), 6 th, here  5:30 PM 

Dec. 18 at Faribault MNSAD, A  4:30 PM 

 

     Boys and girls basketball 

practices will rotate early/late by 
the week.  Early practice runs 

from 3:30 -5:00 PM.  Late 
practice runs 5:00-6:30 PM.  The 

week of Dec. 4, boys are early, 

girls late.  This will rotate 
through the basketball season.  

You can use the SMS web page.  
It will show practice times, game 

schedules, and travel directions. 

 

Hoop News 

mailto:bushelboyfam@msn.com
mailto:katiejack@deskmedia.com
mailto:mkgthurn@rconnect.com
mailto:mmrahrick@charter.net
mailto:loributler1@charter.net
mailto:jomat@smig.net
mailto:Kristin@rconnect.com
mailto:tkwishy@charter.net
mailto:ceffertz@gmail.com
mailto:carol.daley@allina.com
mailto:dubsmn@charter.net
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Christmas Concerts      The junior high Christmas concert will 

be on Tuesday, December 11 at 7:00 
p.m.  The choir students should be 

seated in the gym by 6:50 p.m.  6 th 
grade band students will meet in the 

band room at 6:40 p.m.  The 7/8 th band 

will warm up at 6:50 p.m.  
      Please remember to bring a dozen 

treats per family to each concert!  

 

     The elementary Christmas concert 

will be on Tuesday, Dec. 4 at 7:00 
p.m.  All students should be in their 

classrooms by 6:45 p.m.  The 5th grade 
band students should report to the 

band room at 6:45 p.m. as well.  

Nurseôs NotesééBy Mary Herzog, RN 

     We have been seeing quite a few cases of pink eye 

and strep throat this past month.  Pink eye has been 
concentrated in the lower elementary with just a few 

cases elsewhere.  Strep infections have been evenly 
spaced throughout the school.  Many have been 

accompanied by atypical symptoms:  headache, 

stomachache and vomiting with or without a sore throat.  
Please be watchful of these symptoms if your child is 

prone to getting strep.  As always, remind your children 
that their best defense against illnesses is frequent 

handwashing.  In the next couple of months, I will be 

coming to your studentsô classrooms with ñGlo Germsò 
and teaching them about proper handwashing.   

     When you call in with your childôs absences, please let 
us know why they are gone.  I like to keep track of cases 

of strep, pink eye, chicken pox etc. so I can send notes 

home if there seems to be a concentration in any 
particular grade.  The State has also mandated reporting 

of cases of chicken pox, pertussis (whooping cough) as 
well as influenza. 

     Have a blessed and happy holiday season!! 
 

December Liturgies 

Dec. 4 ï 8:10 Jr. High Mass 

Dec. 11 ï 9:00 AM Grade 3 Reconciliation 
 - 10:00 AM Grade 4 Reconciliation 

Dec. 12 ï Spanish All School Mass 
Dec. 19 ï 8:10 All School Advent  

Jan. 2 ï 8:10 AM All School Christmas 

 

 
 

 

School Board Members 

Sacred Heart 
Mrs. Carla Kern  455-1544 
Mr. Robbe Kniefel 455-2371 

Mrs. Cheryl Rohwer 451-5449 
Mrs. Holly Liebl  455-9013 

 
St. Joseph 

Mr. Chris Herzog 451-2890 
Mrs. Dawn Ritter 451-8199 

Mr. Brian Bunkers 455-3186 
Mr. Jon Hanson  455-1689 

Foster Grandparent Partnership 

     St. Maryôs School is partnering with the Foster 
Grandparent Program to recruit volunteers, age 60 or 
older, who wish to work with children as mentors and 
tutors in our classrooms.  Volunteers assist our 
children by providing help in a variety of areas.  The 
academic assistance, as well as the special caring 
relationships that are formed, can make a big 

difference for our children. 
     Foster Grandparents serve at least 15 hours a week, 
and receive a tax-free stipend of $2.65 per hour, plus 
transportation costs.  We have one volunteer on board 
and would love to welcome a few more.  For more 
information, contact Connie at 446-2300. 

 

From the Social Workerôs Officeéé..By Gina Pohlen 

Coping with Anger, Developing Social 

Skills, Assertiveness and Drug Abuse 

and Violence.  I am looking forward to 
getting to know the sixth grade class 

better.       
     My office hours are M, W, Th from 

8:30am-2:30pm.  Please stop by my 

office or call me at 446 -2300 if you 
have any questions or concerns 

related to your child at St. Maryôs.  
Have a Very Merry Christmas! 

 

     The Life Skills curriculum has 

been completed for the 7 th and 8th 
graders and I will begin working 

with the 6 th grade class after 
Christmas.  Topics to be covered 

include Making Good Decisions, 
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Special Scrip 

     Merry Christmas to all!  Thanks again for all 

your volunteer help.  
     Remember in January there will be volunteer 

needs for helping to judge the Science Fair, and 
help serve lunch.  If youôre interested, please 

contact Mr. Simon or me at 446-2300. 

     Also Catholic Schoolôs week will be coming up 
in late January so if you would like to be p art of 

Experiment in Learning, please let me know. 
     We are always in need of lunchroom 

volunteers from 10:55 -12:00.  Please consider 
volunteering.  Thanks. 

     ñSpecialò orders are placed on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month.  Additional dates are 

added during the holidays to help with your shopping needs.  Special Scrip can be ordered on 
Nov. 5, Dec. 3 and 17.  These orders must be in the school office prior to 8:00 AM Mondays 

to be included in that weekôs order and will be available for pick up on Thursday.  
     If there is a certain store that is not listed, call Connie Lembke (446 -2300) to see if St. 

Maryôs can purchase it.  We cannot list all stores that participate because there are so many.  
     *Just a note of concern: Because of the high demand of Scrip during the Holiday Season, 
backorders can occur.  So order early! 

 

Volunteer CoordinatorééBy Connie Lembke 

     There is a need for more Scrip volunteers to 

help sell Scrip at St. Joseph on one Sunday for all 
three Masses.  Please consider serving St. Maryôs 

in this manner.  
     There is a need to help the 3, 4, and 5 th 

graders play cribbage on Thursdays in January.  

Times are 2:45-3:30 PM.  Call Connie Lembke at 
446-2300 or 456-6498 if you can help with any of 

these times for volunteering.  
 

Band Happeningséé..By Mrs. Kuklok 
 

     The 5th Grade band is very excited 

to perform their first concert on 
December 5.  We have been working 

hard on learning to play together 
while listening for t uning and 

balance. 

     The Jr. High bands are also 

excited about their Christmas 
Concert on December 12.  In 

second quarter we will focus on 
music theory.  The 7/8 grade 

students are using the theory  

workbook that matches our band 

series.  In 6 th grade we are doing 
music theory stations.  Students will 

work together in teams to complete 
music theory tasks.  These tasks will 

present their music theory concepts in 

a variety of learning styles.  

 

Winter Weather Reminders 

 

As we enter the snow and ice season, I 

would urge that you drive very 
carefully up and down Marian Drive 

(the street between Sacred Heart 
Church and St. Maryôs School).  Please 

do not park in front of the glass doors 

to pick up or drop off students if there 
are other vehicles trying to go up or 

down the hill at the same time.  This 
creates congestion in this area that 

could lead to an accident. 

     We also ask you to check your 

childrenôs winter attire before they 

leave for school.  A warm coat, 
hat, and gloves or mittens are 

required for all students.  For the 
elementary grades ï boots are also 

necessary.  (Snow pants for the 

elementary students would also be 
encouraged.)   We would also 

encourage that the junior high 
students wear boots. Thank you 

for your cooperation.  
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     Non-custodial parents now have 

the right to make inquiries and be 
informed by school officials 

respecting a child's welfare, 
educational programs and status and 

to attend school and teacher 

conferences as a matter of statutory 
right regardless of the desires or 

requests of a custodial parent.  The 
law states: 
Family Law Chapter. 668. /, Sec. 12, 
Subdivision. 3 CUSTODY ORDER 

a) Upon adjudging the nullity of a 

marriage, or in a dissolution or 
separation proceeding, or in a child 

custody proceeding, the court shall 
make such further order as it deems 

just and proper concerning:  

1) The legal custody of the minor 
children of the parties that 

shall be sole or joint.  
2) Their physical custody and 

residence, and 
3) Their support.  In determining 

custody the court shall 

consider the best interest of 
each child and shall not prefer 

one parent to the other solely 
on the basis of the sex of the 

parent. 

b) The court shall grant the following 
notice to each of the parties, unless 

specific findings are made under 
paragraph 

(c) And every custody order must  
include the following notice to 
parties: 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN TO 

THE PARENTS: 
     Each party has the right to 

access and to receive copies of 
school, medical, dental, religious 

training, and other important 

records and information about 
the minor children.  Presentation 

of a copy of this order to the 
custodian of a record or other 

information about the minor 
children constitutes sufficient 

authorization for the release of 

the record or information to the 
requesting party.  

     Each party shall keep the 
other party informed as to the 

name and address of the school 

of attendance of the minor 
children.  Each party has the 

right to be informed by school 
officials about the children's 

welfare, educational progress 
and status, and to attend school 

and parent-teacher conferences.  

The school is not required to 
hold a separate conference for 

each party. 
     In case of an accident or 

serious illness of a minor child, 

each party shall notify the other 
party of the accident or illness, 

and the name of the health care 
provider and the place of 

treatment.  Each party has the 

right to reasonable access and 
telephone contact with the minor 

children. c) The court may waive all 

or part of the notice required under 
paragraph (b) if it finds it is 

necessary to protect the welfare of a 
party or child.  

     St. Mary's School will, on request, 

send report cards or hold 
conferences with a non-custodial 

parent, unless there is a court order 
or legally binding instrument 

prohibiting such contact.  Upon 
request, St. Mary's School will also 

send copies of the Newsletter and 

other information concerning 
children to the non -custodial parent.  

Our school compiles to the Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 

1974.  If you desire to have a copy 

of your child's report card sent to a 
non-custodial parent, please notify 

us where to send it and will 
accommodate your request. 

     We should also be informed of 
any legally binding document that 

bars a non-custodial parent from 

contact with a chi ld, since we do 
have a number of visits to the school 

from non-custodial parents.  Keeping 
the school informed of potential 

family problems or divorce allows us 

to be more sensitive to your childôs 
needs at school. 

     If you feel we can help your 
family by better understanding your 

problems, please do not hesitate to 

contact school personnel. 
 

Non-custodial Parents Rights 

students interacting well with other 

people within our community and 
for them to develop the important 

values of learning to help others 
without necessarily receiving a 

monetary reward.  That warm 

feeling you get in your heart when 
you help somebody more than 

compensates for your efforts.   
     I also would like to thank the 6 -

8 graders for their strong academic 
performance during the first 

quarter.  Over 90% of our student 

population achieved the A, B or 
Honorable Mention levels.  I know 

that they are doing this because of 
the students and parents 

continuing to make sure that the 

students are doing their homework 
on a timely manner and studying 

for the tests they have on a 
regular basis.  Close 

communication between the 
teachers and parents through the 

Internet and parents being able to 

realize what homework is 
necessary to be completed and 

when these dates are helps the 
students maintain getting their 

work in on time.  I congratulate 

them on their hard wo rk.   
     I look forward to seeing all of 

you during the Christmas concerts 
and hoping that your holidays will 
be blessed. 

Administrator’s Corner  (continued from page 1)  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EMPTY INK CARTRIDGES WANTED 
Parents, Grandparents, Neighborsé 

 
 

St. Maryôs is collecting empty inkjet 
Cartridges for recycling: 

Lexmark   Xerox   Sharp 

HP     Dell     Apple 
Canon   Brother 

Please drop them off at school 
Attn:  Mrs. Wacek 

St. Mary’s School 
730 S. Cedar Avenue 
Owatonna, MN 55060 

 
507-446-2300 

507-446-2304 (fax) 
www.stmarys-owatonna.org 

Help St. Maryôs to earn cash $$ 

St. Maryôs is again participating in the Milk MoolaÊ program 
sponsored by Kwik Trip. Milk Moola is an easy way to earn cash by 
turning in caps and bag tops from Kwik Trip products such as:  
¶ Milk 
¶ Orange Juice 
¶ Bottled Water 
¶ Sports Drinks  

Each cap and bag top is worth 5 each. 
 
We are continuing to participate in the KEMPS Giveôem Five 
program. Just hand in specially marked caps and POP symbols (from 
cartons). 

 
For more information on each program log on to:  
www.milkmoola.com 
www.kemps.com 
 
Where to deliver:  St. Maryôs School Office 
 
What do we need?   
¶ Caps/Bag tops - Please wash 
¶ Carton cut-outs ï Cut the symbol as directed 
¶ Milk Moola bag tops: we have to send in all caps and bag 

tops and pay for the shipping. In order to save time and 
shipping costs we ask that when parents are cutting the 
bag tops, to only cut the 1 -inch strip on the front of the 
bag that has the Milk Moola Cow. The strip is 
approximately 1 inch wide and 5-6 inches long. 

¶ Only caps with the official Milk Moola symbol, or bag tops 
with the official Milk Moola symbol qualify for redemption. 
Only the tan price ovals from the top of dozen and half -
dozen boxes of Glazers donuts qualify for redemption.  

 
Natureôs Touch Homogenized Milk ï Bags, Gallons and ½ Gallons 
Natureôs Touch 2% Reduced Fat Milk ï Bags, Gallons, ½ Gallons, 

Quarts, Pints and ½ Pints 
Natureôs Touch 1% Lowfat Milk ï Bags, Gallons, ½ Gallons, 
Quarts and Pints 
Natureôs Touch Fat Free Skim Milk ï Bags, Gallons, ½ 
Gallons, Quarts, Pints and ½ Pints 
Natureôs Touch Chocolate Flavored Milk ï Bags, ½ Gallons, 
Quarts, Pints and ½ Pints 
Natureôs Touch Strawberry Flavored Milk ï Pints and 1/2-Pints 
Natureôs Touch Polar Vanilla Flavored Milk ï Pints 
Natureôs Touch Root Beer Float Flavored Milk ï Pints  
Natureôs Touch Orange Juice, from 100% juice concentrate ï 
Bags, Gallons, ½ Gallons, Quarts, Pints and ½ Pints 
Natureôs Touch Orange-Pineapple Juice, from 100% juice 
concentrate ï Quarts and Pints 
Natureôs Touch Drinking Water ï Gallons, Quarts and ½ Pints 
Natureôs Touch Strawberry Flavored Water ï ½ Pints and 20 -
oz 
Natureôs Touch Raspberry Flavored Water ï ½ Pints and 20 -
oz 
Natureôs Touch Lime Flavored Water ï 20-oz 
Natureôs Touch Cherry Flavored Water ï 20-oz 
Natureôs Touch Lemon Flavored Water ï 20-oz 
Natureôs Touch Watermelon Flavored Water ï ½ Pints 
Natureôs Touch Egg Nog ï Quarts, Pints and ½ Pints 
Natureôs Touch Chino Iced Cappuccino ï Pints 
Natureôs Touch Iced Tea ï Gallons 

Kwik Quencher® Orange Flavored Fruit Drink ï Gallons 
Kwik Quencher® Fruit Punch Flavored Fruit Drink ï Gallons 
Kwik Quencher® Lemon-Lime Flavored Fruit Drink ï Gallons 
Glazers ï Dozen 
Glazers ï Half-Dozen 
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http://www.milkmoola.com/
http://www.kemps.com/

